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The world of the blatnoy (Russian slang word for “criminal”), the world of
profanity and the world of violence are well-studied in Russian culture. In other
cultures too, the world of violence has been and is being profoundly explored.
Yet, the world of my Yerevan boyhood has been explored neither scientifically,
nor artistically. | think that unless it is scrutinized, so-called masculinity will not be
understood.’

My parents’friends, both male and female, used to ask me:“Do you have a
willy?” It cheered them up. | knew | was a boy at the age of two. Why did they
meddle with my private parts? They viewed me as an object. Human as an object.
No human dignity was assigned to me. A body, a machine, a mechanism. When it
wears out, it is thrown away. Not until many years later did | have the courage to
discuss this phenomenon with a wise older friend of mine:“And yet, a man views a
woman as a bit of an object. Perhaps the opposite is also true.”

He fell silent, thinking. Then he said:“My grandson sits atop my shoulders,
holding my ears and turning my head left and right to tell me where to go. I'm a bit
of an object to him.” He wanted to say: love sometimes makes one into an object.

| don't understand the joy and excitement of having a boy if, when they grow
up, they are going to be readily sent into the army and thrown into the meat
grinder of war. As if they are produced for this purpose. Mothers don't rebel against
the existing order of things.

The bottom was dirty and the top was clean. The bottom was a taboo
subject. In America, people used to put their feet on the table, girls used to sit
on the campus floor near the men’s room door. Needless to say, the toilet was
exceptionally clean compared to the public toilets in the Soviet Union. So was the
campus floor. American students used to wash their sneakers along with their
clothes in the washing machine. | observed this de-tabooization of “the bottom.’|
had previously read Bakhtin, and | understood the meaning of carnival - it's when
the top and bottom change places temporarily which serves as a lightning rod to
prevent people from revolting. Carnival is also a serious event for there is always
an element of seriousness in laughter; it signifies that people know what is wrong
with the world, they are aware of its dubiousness no matter how they adapt to
these artificial systems at times — oppressive by nature, imposed by force with a
common justification: “so that humankind could survive!” My mother expressed
her surprise at the fact that Muslim women covered their faces but exposed their

1 Author’s note: This is not an academic article but a creative essay, therefore the referencing system
is simplified, and no bibliography is provided. This essay is originally written in Armenian and for
the Armenian-speaking audience. The omission of some contextual components may theoretically
create difficulties for those English readers that are unaware of Soviet and post-Soviet realities,
for which the author apologizes in advance. Great thanks to the translators and editors whose
professionalism and devotion allowed for close to perfect (in my opinion) rendering of the original
text.
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navels (as they do in the film The White Sun of the Desert). In America the top and
bottom didn't swap roles, just their difference was being eliminated.

At home we used three separate towels for drying our bodies, hands and faces
as well as feet. Each of us had his or her own towels. Then my mother stopped
bothering too much about it and shared the same towels with my father. In
Sovetashen, where | underwent a three-month training (1984) while | was serving
in the Soviet army, the blankets were marked in Russian (“Horn” meaning “for feet”)
so that if we had a fungal infection on our feet, it didn't spread to our face. Similar
inscriptions could be found on all the blankets in all Soviet closed institutions —
camps, hospitals, prisons, garrisons, “madhouses,”“old people’s nursing homes,’
“orphanages,’ etc.

At about the age of two, | knew that | was a boy and that the lower existed. First,
it was the tushies: these were fleshier, therefore they had to be more forbidden
than the willy. You were not allowed to play with either your tushy or anyone
else’s. However, when | was about five years old, | played doctor with the girl next
door. When it came to tushies, | was more interested in their pleasant, rounded
shape, their satiny skin, and the firmness of the flesh underneath them than in
the deep hole hidden in between them. On the other hand, despite my attempts
to decipher myself, | couldn’t understand why | was so attracted to that rounded
shape. | was tortured by the impossibility of being satisfied, as if it were a lost and
forgotten but tormenting thought — a thought you are haunted by even though
you don't understand what it is about. It was the first time that | broke a taboo.
One thing became clear to me from that day on; if certain things are forbidden and
viewed as taboos, then | cannot help but lift these taboos. The role of a free spirit. If
it's forbidden to touch them, one has to “grope” them, even if secretly. However, the
game of touching them and having a girl's consent for that didn’t last long.

Soon | was immersed in the world of violence named school, where at break
boys hugged each other from behind and shouted, “I f*cked you, | f*cked you!'|
learned quickly (crash course) all the taboo concepts meant to humiliate people,
especially boys (as girls “didn’t count”) as well as the relationships between these
concepts. One could f*ck someone in the mouth, one could make someone
perform fellatio, one could f¥ck someone’s parents (not in practice, just verbally)
or f¥*ck someone’s mom’s c*nt, etc. Someone swearing at your parents was more
humiliating than swearing at you directly or any imitation of “f*cking” you from
behind over your trousers, because the former was a revolt against your identity,
against your origin. That's why “actions” were subordinate to words, that's how |
understood the power of words. The power of a word provoking action sometimes
affects your brain more strongly than the power of an action.

The mother is considered a saintly figure in many cultures, including in the
Armenian triad of rabiz (a vulgarized version of Armenian popular music, which
also became a specific subculture associated with bad taste), criminal and gyartu
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(Armenian slang term for a“closed-minded person”) subcultures. This leads to
another enigma. Is it because of declarative conservatism and traditionalism
inherent in these subcultures or is it the desire to fit in with the values of the man
in the street? If we get away from these stereotypes to understand deeper reasons
behind the sacrilegious tradition of cursing one’s mother, apparently it targets the
nation itself. It represents the biologization of one’s nation. Those specific swear
words make you think of yourself as part of your family, your clan and your tribe,
not as an individual. It's not by accident that in France the swearing “f*ck your
mom” has no derogatory effect.“The point is,” says the (un)disgraced one, “that this
is a private matter between you and my motherThis person is not part of a clan,
tribe, or any group; he is an individual. He is convinced that, if need be, his mother
can protect herself, she is an individual as well.

Of course, you may dislike your relatives, but social norms dictate that you
should love “your own flesh and blood,” take on more responsibility for the care
of your close relatives rather than of “distant” ones. But let’s imagine an absurd
situation in which you hate your parents, but you must fight with the person who
swore at them. It’s the case of someone | know. In the case of street dogs, once the
pups grow up, their mother stops distinguishing them from other dogs. She may
even mate with them unless she is a clever dog that is aware of the risks of having
weak offspring if such a thing happens.

If this special human attitude towards kinship cannot be fully explained either
in terms of biology or in terms of power and exploitation, perhaps the glue that
keeps kinship meaningful is language. It is easier to communicate with your kind,
they understand you more easily, and you speak the same language. So to speak.
At times. There is at least some hope that they will understand you... rare Ear not too
dull (Emily Dickinson)... Some of your and your kin’s memories and stories overlap,
more so than if you were complete strangers. Often, however, you know and
understand each other too well, you are uninterested in each other; your group
is small compared to the possibilities of the larger world. You disagree with each
other; you have more scores to settle with each other rather than with a stranger.
You have nothing to do with a stranger, why bother? The affinity between kinship
and “common language”is often deceptive. This common urge in the Anglo-
American world to leave one’s home and dreary hometown and move elsewhere
as soon as possible seems to be the future of our post-Soviet society too. Add
to that the popular biological notion that mixed marriages produce healthier
children. Does this mean that the Armenian small-town and hidebound principle
of convincing your own people not to marry foreigners for preserving the nation
and supposedly for avoiding assimilation — a principle, fortunately, not so deeply
ingrained (as life demolishes it) and constantly violated - covertly contributes
to inbreeding and thus to the decline of a tribe? It is known that inbreeding was
widespread in Armenia and elsewhere in the world among the villagers or nobility,
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at least between cousins. It happened due to the misconstrued objective of
preserving the nation or due to limited choices for a spouse. Inbreeding seems to
be the downfall of a weakling - the one who is afraid of being assimilated rather
than capable of forcing others to assimilate.

On September 17, 2022, | wrote: “The first time a hundred boys were killed
(during the April War in 2016), we were horrified. During the 44-Day War, hundreds
of boys were being blown to pieces every day, and we mourned and wept bitterly.
Then came the war in Ukraine, and | got used to the fact that thousands are being
killed in “the real great world.” Obviously, |, the “neocolonialist,” didn’t pay much
attention to Syria even though my kinsfolk lived in Aleppo, Kessab, and elsewhere.
They seemed far away. Not to mention Afghanistan, Iraq, the first Ukrainian war,
etc. While thinking of those hundred soldiers killed in four days (not counting the
casualties on the other side), | didn't understand how one could grasp the fact that
three thousand soldiers were killed in ten years (that has been the rate of violent
deaths in our armed forces in relatively “peaceful” times). As if those incidents
involving one or two fatalities a week were “bearable.”

As for those killed today, | am stupefied, | don't feel anything. Meanwhile, you
keep talking about problems with “demographics” and “sex-selective abortions.”

Out of sight, out of mind. Keeping a close eye on distant places, being aware of
them, or just empathizing with them from afar, even more, making every endeavor
to prevent bad things from happening there requires a tremendous effort, a great
expenditure of psychic energy. It’s bad for your health. It’s easy to switch off and
distract oneself. Distant disasters are countless compared to those that are within
reach. You have no capacity to empathize with all things distant unless, of course,
you are a god (or a superpower like America). The more you empathize with
distant things, the less you will be able to feel for what is in proximity. Selfishness,
together with the ways of overcoming it and seeking solutions lie at the
foundations of human existence. Therefore, man is a centaur, a unity of natural and
artificial (see below); though egoism is a“natural”and inherent phenomenon, our
consciousness unnaturally and artificially calls for getting rid of it at least a little bit.

| have been thinking about profanity since the first grade. Swearing was not
an abstraction, it referred to physical activity. | was disconcerted by the riddle of
the mouth. How come the teeth are useless, why doesn’t one bite the penis when
being forced to suck it off? Naturally, | perceived it as a way to humiliate and drag
others down. You have to be too intimidated and humiliated in order to give in
without biting. Probably one is repulsed by the taste of “piss,” trying hard to keep
one’s lips off the penis. It's no use! One has to bite it off.

| have read about swearing a lot, from the theory of sacred words which
changed their meanings to the assertion that swearing is a way of expressing
emotions. Gasan Gusejnov has been analyzing this genre for decades - from
Soviet swear words to Putin’s speeches. According to him, swear words fulfill the
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wjtntiny: «dwhekiwd», nu £ b wppbb thswgnply, wdnpugph:
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following functions: a. a way to exercise one’s freedom from power, b. a way to be
sincere, . a way not to suffer from political taboos, and d. a way to fit or blend into
the language of power and violence. | think it is important to emphasize the link
between profanity and blatnoy or criminal language.

Throughout most of my initial school years, | thought that one got f*cked
only in the ass (or in the mouth, etc.), and that it mostly took place between
boys. And if it happened with a woman or a girl, it was only to humiliate her.
| thought one definitely got pleasure from this activity, though deriving it
from humiliating others. This pleasure belonged only to those who humiliated
others. It was a cruel carnival; human waste and sex were mixed (as for men'’s
willies, nature already mixed them by providing the same channel for both;
the tushies, in my early interpretation of sex, had a similar feature). Like a cat
licking its ass, man mixed food and sex, waste and sex, top and bottom. The
tears of the humiliated ran down the cleft of their buttocks (Dante). Mom's towels
proved to be completely useless. An exercise in tilting at windmills. The word
“shit,” though debasing and impermissible, was not the worst insult, was it?
There were degrees of cruelty and taboo. Saying “you crapped your pants”
was not as demeaning as “f*ck your mouth,” or “f*ck your mom. There was a
whole genre of profanity called “toilet humor” which was more “acceptable”
than having an open talk about sex. Rabelais openly used toilet humor as well.
Meanwhile, sex disappeared as a subject; it was either viewed as part of toilet
humor or held up to ridicule. Why on earth is sex, this seemingly natural thing,
perceived as much or even more taboo than waste excretion and everything
it entails, namely filth, impurity, “the root cause of disease,” all that provide the
foundations for the expression “Don’t touch shit and it won't stink.” As for sex
and attraction, the whole world glorified love between a man and a woman
without going into detail. So smoothly did the world turn it into a taboo
subject. Isn't it a good way to ennoble the animal side of human nature? Maybe
gloomy religious fundamentalists are right. Animals do not react when people
have sexual intercourse in their presence. Likewise, our presence doesn’t bother
them when they mate. In Les Dictées, Simenon writes that in the past, Tahiti girls
“gave themselves” freely to men in front of everyone. A teenager’s dream. “That’s
why Gauguin moved there.!"“I'm afraid” that eventually they cast a slur on this
practice and stigmatized it as well.

The use of swear words in public written discourse has become acceptable
in the Anglo-American world presumably since the nineteen-sixties and in the
Russian-speaking world since perestroika (1985). As for the Armenian-speaking
world, | think that, with few exceptions, it spread massively on Facebook during
the 44-Day War (and “thanks to it"). It was both a progressive and sad fact. It was
progress because as soon as swear words are used in public written discourse, they
become less insulting.
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In one of Hrant Matevossyan'’s writings a character utters such a phrase: “Cuss,
cuss my mom out, go ahead, she is used to it, it's okay, I'll bear with it” (this is not an
exact quote, | reproduce it from memory). Is there any case of cursing someone’s
parents that would not provoke a fight? Given you are not a French guy? You have
to get more out of your work or tackle bigger problems than feeling resentment
against those who swear at your parents. You are a moneylender, so you make
good money by lending it. You are a forester, so you take care of the forest by
charging illegal loggers. You are strong enough to ignore their helpless swearing.
You are on your own, not in a group with others. An individual. Another option
is to adapt to it or find a “loophole” that will allow you to interpret swear words
as not being addressed to you and thus avoid a kildim (Armenian slang word for
“mortal fight," uniting the English “kill” with the Turkic ending “dim”). Isn’t that the
reason why swear words — and there are not many - undergo countless linguistic
transformations throughout history, providing an opportunity for endless linguistic
creativity so that people who swear don't face risk and those who hear (or read)
swear words don’t think they are directed at them or their parents in particular? It's
a brilliant way to tease people. | was/am a maximalist; even when a guy walking
right past me spat on the ground near my feet, | took it as a personal insult.

Thus, profanity has entered public written discourse in Armenia, though not to
the fullest extent as in Russia where the trend was as follows: it was first creatively
manifested in literature, especially after perestroika, then it pervaded the internet
and social networks and still occupies that space though partially expelled from
literature by the censorship that accompanied the tightening grip of Putin’s
regime. Of course, | refer to the strongest swear words, though other versions,
including euphemisms and innuendos, are always ready to substitute for the
most naked and important words such as in mayrikid latsatsnem (Armenian swear
expression, which literally translates as “I'll make your mother cry”), maman gmpa
(literally translates as “blowing up a mom?”), etc. Tirud mery is another Armenian
expletive directed at “your master’s mother. Either it refers to the mother of God
(is it a purely Christian expletive used for cursing one’s religion?), or to another
unknown master, for if | am free and not owned by a master, then who is this cuss
directed at? If | am a slave owned by someone else, then | should be happy in case
my master’s mother is screwed... Maybe the word “master” refers to one's father?

Let’s take the example of those swear expressions that are not addressed to
anyone. In Armenian one may say “f*ck the mouth” (not “f*ck your mouth”). In
Russian many swear words lost their derogatory meaning (e.g. blya, meaning
“what the f*ck,” but literally coming from “(you are a) whore”) and are used as
placeholders.“Russian military slang” was a common expression in Soviet times,
meaning that after serving in the Soviet army boys couldn’t help but use curse
words if they spoke Russian. Now this slang is spread among the Russian-speaking
population, and one can see how it grew from 2014 until today. A compromise is
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the attempt to use these words without “really” targeting the listener or anybody
in particular. Often it is claimed that Yob tvoyu mat’ (literally translates as “f*ck
your mother”) no longer refers to you though one cannot leave out the word
“your,”as one does in Armenian. The English “motherf*cker”is apparently a similar
compromise.

The whole point of many razbirats (slang term for “settling of scores based on
the rules of criminal culture”) common to the Russian/Eastern militant cultures was
to prove that the determiner “your”is used in a figurative sense and is not directed
at your mother as such. As a matter of fact, it was not used in a figurative sense, it
was not “the French thing” either, it simply was about humiliating you via targeting
your kinsmen, no doubt about it. Foreign swear words are easier to reproduce as if
they are losing their cursing power and making you delve into the field of linguistic
research which is distant from you so that you assume no atvechay (criminal slang
term for “responsibility”) for it. Just as when Syria is being bombed and not your
country, the use of English words “f*ck” or “f*ckable” in the Armenian segment of
Facebook today by men and women does not seem problematic at all.

One of the striking features of Russian culture is that swear words have long
been used equally by boys and girls, men and women. Men are almost never
shy about swearing in front of women. Women often curse with even greater
pleasure and passion than men. Maybe this is how women assert themselves
in the masculine world. However, when | was a kid, it always surprised me to
hear women swear (in the Armenian realm they did so very rarely in front of
men). They were physically unable to put their swear words into action after
all.2 Once again the question arises as to whom swear words refer to. It comes
down to the unity of word and deed and to their irresponsible disconnection.
My adolescent logic of harmony suggested that words and deeds should be as
connected as possible. Any threat had to be at least theoretically feasible. Once
| ventured to ask a girl about this, and she explained how it might work despite
physical “limitations.” It turned out there were different ways. After all, today the
Russian police torture the zeks (Russian slang term for “camp inmate”) in the
same way that a girl can put her swear words into action, that is by shoving a
mop or a baton up a man’s ass.

In Russia, free public use of profanity started in times immemorial. Back in my
student days in Moscow (1985-1988) | noticed that parents (including mothers)
didn’t mind their teenage children swearing in their presence. At least the elusive
boundary between acceptable and unacceptable swearing was more playful and
slippery. | noticed that Russian was sexier than Armenian, probably because sex

2 AsEviya Hovhannisyan rightly pointed out, this is not always the case. Though rare, there are also
examples of expletives that women can address to others with a potential to put the words into
action. For instance, “lick my c*nt”
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Mniubpiunud pdniptbiph hwiipuyht puqunpnudp Junnigdu ypngtu
Ep. nlin Unuljuynid ntuwbniu nwphubpht (1985-1988) ujuintigh, np
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«uquu»: Puyg np uyn «wqunnipintips gundwljuwt fnpununhpnipiui
wuwngwnny k, hasyku wunud kb npny hkinwgnunnnibp hundp thywghnud
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dwppljutg b mbkpunbph nsiswgdut yuwwndwnny, phl hht k pwwn: Uhtsntin
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ToTa/pHOCTH H TOMOCEKCYaIbHOCTE HEOTAEJIUMBI APYT OT APYTa.
Ilorubas, cybseKT OTpHLaET BCE, YTO He ABIIETCA €EMY IOLOOHEIM.
B ycroBuax ob6mecTBeHHOTO CTPOS, CTaBALIero BO IJIABY YIJId
IPHHIHI MY>XCKOI'O T'OCIIOLCTBA B YHCTOM BHJE, CTIAKHBAETCA
IIPOTHBOIIOCTABIE€HHOCTb CHIBHOTO MY>KYHHBI H IIOKOPHOI'O IOHOLIH.
IIpeBpaiias Bcé BOKpPYT, B TOM IHCIE AKOOBI CYOEEKTOB, B O0BEKTEI,
IPHHIHII 3TOT 00 paljaeTCA B TOTAJIbHYIO NACCHBHOCTH, 00pasHO
TOBOPA — B >K€HCTBEHHOCTE.

Unnnin?
‘Unyjthul] Unnntnt, Unnotn o, - pkl nidbn £ wuby puygg ... <bp

dudwtwlubph» qnh &t hp wpdbpubpp: 2h jupnnugl) dbwlkpyky, np

Junupp ny pk hpwljwl jubwghn ppub dwuhb b wy peih holuh kpuquibiph’
«opijnukpht» «jqgpud» nitkim) n1 wuwhby:

2 Unnnun, (@. (1944). Minima Moralia. https://arzamas.academy/mag/1099-adorno (nniutinti):
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abounds in their culture, and it is “free.’ The fact that some researchers say this
“freedom” has its roots in serfdom, spoils one’s excitement. The Russian language is
well adapted to great modern culture, allowing me to articulate many more things
than in my own language; though my language is old, fewer Armenian texts are
available due to the destruction of the people and their written heritage. As | am
writing these lines now, it seems to me this is the first text written in Armenian on
this subject (the knot of sex, swearing, violence and masculinity); whereas, at the
moment a large number of texts are being created on these issues all over the
world. A great deal has been written about it in other languages, for instance, in
Czech, French, or English.

Totality and homosexuality belong together. (...) The opposites of the strong
man and the compliant youth fuse into a social order, which unreservedly
asserts the masculine principle of domination. By making everyone, without
exception — even presumed subjects — into its objects, it recoils into total
passivity, virtually into what is feminine. - Adorno®

Even Adorno himself fell into this trap... Though it's very well put, his ideas fell
victim to “his time."He failed to articulate that it is not a question of true femininity
but of the desire for violent power to put down its “objects.’

...the soldiers’ll be trained in field shooting, they’ll brawl with the Hungarians
and we shall go gaily to the Carpathians. The Hungarians'll come here

to Budejovice to do garrison duty and the races’ll get mixed. There’s a

theory that raping girls of another nationality is the best recipe against
degeneration. The Swedes and Spaniards did it during the Thirty Years’

War, the French under Napoleon, and now, in the Budejovice region, the
Hungarians’'ll do it too; and it won't be rape with gross violence. Everything
will be all right in time. Fair exchange is no robbery. A Czech soldier will

sleep with a Hungarian girl, an unfortunate Czech girl will take a Hungarian
Honved* into her bed, and centuries later there will be an interesting surprise
for the anthropologists: why did people with protruding cheekbones appear
on the banks of the Mal$e? - Hasek®

Yes, this is without a doubt the power of genius and fiction. No matter what
“time” we live in, not one iota of “Svejk” needs to be changed.

3 Adorno, T. (1944). Minima Moralia. https://www.marxists.org/reference/archive/adorno/1951/mm/
ch01.htm

4 Defender of the homeland (Hungarian).
5 Hasek, J. (1973). The Good Soldier Svejk (translation from the Czech by Cecil Parrott).
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Hauru conmgarsr Tem BpeMeHeM HATOBYATCA B CTPEIs0€ H MepesepyTca
C MazbApaMH, H IIOTOM MBI BecesIo oriipaBumca Ha Kapmarsr. A

B BygeitoBunax pasmMecTaT MagbApPCKHI rapHU30H, H HATHETCA
cuemenye miemén. CymecTByeT Takad TeOPUA, YTO H3HACHIOBAHHE
JeBYIIeK APYTo# HaIJHOHAJIbHOCTH — JIyYIlee CPeACTBO IIPOTHB
BeIpokgeHHA. Bo Bpemsa TpuanaTnieTHe BOMHEI 5TO Jel1agIH

mIBe I H HCIIAHIBI, IpH Hamoeone — ¢pariiyssi, a Tereps B

By gefioBriikomM Kpae TO ke caMoe IIOBTOPAT MaJbAPHL, H TO He 6yzer
HOCHTH XapaKTepa I'pyooro H3HaCHJIOBAHHA. Bcé moxryyurca camo
coboii. I[lponso#igér mpocTos 06 MeH: IelICKHI COIAAT IEPECITHT C
BEHT'epCKOH AeBYIIKOH, a OefHAA delICKad 6aTpaika IPHMeT K cebe
BeHTepCKoro roaseja’. Yepes HeCKOIPKO CTOJIETHI aHTPOIIOJIOTH
OyZyT HEMaIO yAHBIEHBI TEM, ITO y oburarerei 6eperos Marsuru
IIOABUJIHCH BBIAAIOL[HECST CKYJIBL.

Zupkly*

Ujn, nu’ k, whinwpulyniju, hwb&wph b giqupybunh nidp. his
«dudwliwl» B (hh «Gdbjlp»-h Uh mwnt huly nugnbine juphp shu:

Pus-np yuwhhg pniubpbt pubiwynpnid b hwdwguiugnid ppdljnig
swdwshp nupdwy hwdwwnwpws, dwub kp pniuwbgne hwtinp,
twl gpuynp nhuljnipuh «quspugdw», gnEhjuguw, husp twb
unybnujutugdul, gniyuqugdu b hknn ymnhttwgdw ypngku
tp, Quuwh Sniukyingdh Ynnuhg wi]ui]uws’ dnulught (kqns:
vwduwnynt (boor, cad, lout, twerp)® huytipku gplipt wipwpqiuubih
(phput wmtnwponipinit phdwghtihy hwunty), pupdwy nnrubpku
hwnnppulgnipyui inpuwy Al wwonnbwluihg Uhtish «ghunwlubs
bt gpuwynp. dwupghly qupdwinud b, np nw Jupnn L puudt npytu
yhpwynpuip, Epp wyn ndny L gpnid ungguighpnid:

Mniuwunwinid hwdkih bp wneohlubph wmquun Juppp, Sunnukph b
quyultinh dholi wykih thnpp tmwpwspp, put Zujuwunwinid: Uubku
sunnn pnypny (huh jwd knpwjpny, n s p hpowbn. pkqihg ny hlwuwnnit, pn
swih hniqyng, pkquhg pwt (Yyuiph pudwunipejniup) spwpgunn, tppkdu k.
unyuphuly piqihg oqunipinit wjujwnn, unyuhul Gpp thnpphly ku: Uwljuwg

3 Zugpkiyug yuomnuyut (hntbiqupkpki):

4 Zwohly, 8. Ruguiph qhlinp Cykjih wiplushkpp [Tamex, f. [loxoxaenus 6pasoro conzara [seiixa
(mepeBoyg, . I'. BoraTsipésa)]:

5 Aniukjuny, . (2020). «XXI nuph pniu punupwljut hnknnpupwinipju Uk huptwpniju th
thnpdh dwuhb» [Tyceiinos, I'. (2020). “O6 ofHOM HEBOIHHOM SKCIIEPUMEHTE B PYCCKOM IIOTUTHIECKON
puropuke XXI Bexa”]- https://magazines.gorky.media/nz/2020/4/ob-odnom-nevolnom-eksperimente-v-
russkoj-politicheskoj-ritorike-hhi-veka.html (nniubph):
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At some point in spoken Russian and on the internet, it became common not
to shy away from swearing; this was a part of the process of “degradation” and
vulgarization of all forms of Russian public discourse, also affected by Sovietization,
Gulagization and Putinization — a phenomenon that Gasan Gusejnov calls “cloacal
language.”® Khamstvo (Russian word for “rude and boorish behavior”), which
is almost untranslatable into Armenian, has become a normal form of Russian
communication, from official to “scientific” and written language. It surprises many
Russians that the way they communicate on social networks can be perceived as
offensive by non-Russians.

In Russia, | liked the free-spirited behavior of girls and the smaller distance
between parents and children compared to Armenia. As if your parent was your
sister or brother rather than your ruler; not wiser than you, as susceptible as you are
to the lifeworld’s influences, concealing nothing from you (the hardships of life),
and sometimes seeking your help even though you were still a kid. The other side
of the coin was that such a relationship resulted in the infantilization of parents
rather than the democratization of children’s environments. This “equality” was
mixed with khamstvo that people didn't notice. The khamstvo-ization of (internet)
discourse can be viewed as a degenerative democratization, a denaturation of
people’s freedom, when there is no class system, and only the underclass exists.
The khamstvo of power adds up to this phenomenon, shaping and controlling
the khamstvo of “mere mortals.The current khamstvo of power has its roots in the
Soviet system and the Gulag. Its essence is that man is of no value. That'’s the main
focus of this text.

The usual way of “neutralizing” swear words is to suggest turning them into
ordinary, supposedly “innocent” and “emotional” modal expressions. Whereas
I would suggest the French way of achieving this goal, that is using several
keywords related to sexuality in their literal meaning. Saying “d*ck” instead of
“penis,"“f*ck” instead of “intercourse,” etc. Neutralizing swear words by declaring
them merely modal expressions represents a compromise and a flawed approach
as they will never cease to be demeaning and potentially insulting, and to connote
khamstvo. Even if you defy authority and thus pretend to free yourself from it by
using foul language, chances are that you will also insult a person walking past
you and hearing what you just uttered, because you overstep the bounds of what
distance should be kept between people. Likewise, by spitting in the street, you
insult a passerby even though you didn't intend to do so (supposedly) or didn't
even notice him or her. Supposedly. That'’s the trick.

Using high-flown scientific euphemisms to refer to this “tabooed” part of

6 Gusejnov, G. (2020).“On an Involuntary Experiment in 21st-Century Russian Political Rhetoric” [in
Russian].
https://magazines.gorky.media/nz/2020/4/ob-odnom-nevolnom-eksperimente-v-russkoj-
politicheskoj-ritorike-hhi-veka.html
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wyn hwpwpbpmipiut ke knws ynnkughwy jwyt wyjjmubkpytg, pupdwy
dunnh hupwnpihqughw, n'y ph pkjuwih dhguwuwyph phunypuinhqughu:
Uhwynpytkg hwdunyn-ht npytiu n s pb wnwidht pwybph jud
withwwnbph qupp, wj] gphpk hwdwnwpus: (Zuduguiguhy) nhuynipuh
Jnwdfuinnjugnidp Ywpkh £ hwdwpt) gigkubpug]us nhunjpunhqughw’
dupputg wquunmpiut pkiwwmniruwm, kpp wjjbu nuuwupgbp b pwykp
shut, wy) wb dhwyb mexmaccuposanusie sanements: Fuyg npuitt gnidwpynid
t hojuh hwwnntl pwduwngnt, npp b tnuwtwlwynpnid £ «unynpuljuis
dwhljwbwgniubnph pudunynl, wnwgtnpynid wj: Poluh wyjuopjuw
hwduwnynt quihu £ Undbwnhg Qnijughg: dpw knipynitit b dwpn wpdtp
snilth: dw’ b wyu inkpunh okiowp:

LInipubinh mdbkuwdbs jpunhpt wyt k, np gpubg «skgqnpugdwin»
ninht hwdwpynud £ ngpuip unynpuljuly, hpp «wbidkn», «kdnghntug»
«Enuuwljuwynpnn pun» pupdukip: Uhsnhe nputg hpujwb skqnpugdwt
hU wnwewpwé ninht I hikp (phd wyp $puwbuwlubp. bpk wyy th pubh
pwlwih pupp ukpwlwbnipyuit wntsynn, ufukht ogunugnpét) hpkig
ninquih hdwuwnny ukpwlubnipniut wpnwhwjnkihu: Unbwbnudh
thnfuwpbkl wubp ..., Yebwlyghine p..., b wyi: Opybu bpubwluynpng
pun nputig skqnpugnidp Yndypndhuwyhti £ b wtjuwwnwp. npuip skt
Ynpguh junnhtt tuwunwugunn hpkug hdwuwnp, tput Jhpudnpline
wnukughwip, pwduwnynh towh thubkip: Lnyuhul bpk gnt dwuprnwhpuytp
ku tbnnid hojuhtt b uynuyhuny pn wplht wquunwugpynid wyt pphyny,
hul Ynnphy UkYp wuwnwhwpwp junid £ apub b bu Jhpudnpnid, puih
np uwhdwbp hwnnd bu tpw guiympjut’ ph nppw 't Ukpa t niqnud (hitky
ptq: Pusytu np thnnngnid ppnnp Jhpwynpnid L Ynnphg whgunnht, phl
(hpp) tpwi skp phpupuwynpnid b inyuhuly sh ky, hpp, Gjwnnd: 2kig w'jy
L op (hpp) sh” iunnud:

B jyuipwofuwphh wyg dwup toknt hwdwp nputg hnpowupkiu gpujut
Jud ghnuju yipudpwpad tydtdhquubtp oquuugnpstip tnyuybu
ynuypnuhu b Gw't wyy punkpp, npuitp owbulymd b w'ju, w'j,

w ju, npubip ywhwnh qpldbt vwlpujugnidhg, nwpniwgnidhg b npubu
Jhpwynpwiip ogurnugnpédybint ywnnkughwihg: Oquuugnpdyku qnin hpkug
ninhn pdwuwnny:

Zhkpwuingp' w... Ynsh, Ukinnthdhwl, kpp wiging wnew dwuhb hpup
wunid kb «quiy w... kpy, Ynunbw ;phy widbn, gnigh k| juphp sjhuh
unpuwuntind «shu» EYdtvhquh b btdhuhquh pppufuwi (pp «5hwn» mnkppht
kb wunud): Zugbpkl wigntb «...» sk wumd’ «aghtig ... & jwd idwb pub,
n s nnkpp, n y wneYkpp:

Yu, hhwplk, Uh &l «pugniubpy wppuwphp: Cunnitk), np thnpp
dudwbwl dupnhl pudwt Eu, np dbp thnpp dudwbwl «uknwlju
nuunhwpulnipnity sup, puinniuk), np Jjubpwouuphnid wdku hty
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the lifeworld is also a compromise. These words exist and they have a precise
meaning. Therefore, they should be stripped of sacred connotations, taboos as
well as offensive potential. They should be used exclusively in a literal sense. Once
avagina is called a c*nt, the metonymy “what a pretty c*nt” used to refer to a girl
passing down the street will sound perfectly innocent. Perhaps then there would
be no need either for this new euphemism tsit (Armenian slang word for “sexy
person,’which literally translates as “bird”) or for distorting its feminine meaning
(when boys are called tsit). In Armenian no one calls a boy a “d*ck” - neither boys
nor girls. | am not against tsit which is more innocent than c*nt, obviously. | am not
against metaphors; they enrich language enormously. | am against taboos that
hide derogatory words but do not resolve the issue of the insulting meanings that
underline them.

A widespread “forced landing” solution to this problem is to “accept” the
world as it is. Accept that young people are, as a rule, often cruel, and when they
become adults they bury their experiences of cruelty in their psyche, as if it has
not happened. Yes, there was no “sex education”in our schooldays. Accept that
anything can happen in this lifeworld but it doesn't mean this world is a wrong
thing. | am ready to adapt, | have adapted so many times, it’s no big deal...| am
either magnanimous or weak. Accept that people have existed, exist, and will cease
to exist one day (the mechanism will stop functioning), new ones will be born,
it's the natural order of things, but then does this imply that if we accept this dull
epic cycle of life and death, our projects become meaningless? What is the point
of striving for something, of trying to make the world a better place if you have
to accept this crazy fact that though you are filled with a crazy desire, it should be
taboo, and that there is a culture of humiliation and that you have to pretend that
it's “normal”; it is just a sign of masculinity, a rite of passage, no matter if it takes
place at school, in the army or in a war. If you stay alive, you will be psychologically
handicapped: that’s the way of human civilization - to produce psychologically
handicapped people. Only those who know they are psychologically handicapped
are not psychologically handicapped.

As a teenager, | used to shout in my mind, “l want a girl," just like the uncle of
the main character in Amarcord: he escaped from a mental asylum, climbed a tree,
and kept shouting, “l want a woman.”Nobody could handle him until a small nun
arrived and ordered him to climb down from the tree which he did obediently. |
want a girl,’I shouted in the wilderness, bewildered, whereas the adults considered
it to be the legitimate first signs of a normal boy’s crush. Fellini kind-heartedly
mocks sex in his films. Perhaps this is the best way to understand and portray
sex. My mother adored him for that as well. Although Fellini is a genius, isn't it
kind of a cop-out and a clever way to exhaust a subject or circumvent a taboo?
Making fun of sex is not that difficult after all... The combination of toilet and sex
in Amarcord is superb, as evidenced by the way the guy called “Eau de cologne”
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£ yywwnwhh, puyg nu sh pwbwlnid, np wyt upuwy k, pungniul] bwb
hwljwnwlp. np bpk dwpnhy nignud &, np hpkug wyuhty Yipy widuiky,
ny pk wythbs Yhpy hpkig hpwyniph b Bu hwdwdwyh bl hwpdwpd by,
]:I}pul/h puth bl hwpdwpby, pu h’us Uks pub E, np... — ku dkdwhngh

td G pny): Cungniuky, np dwpnhy by b, jub b Yghwb (Ukowhqup
2wpphg nnipu Yquy), inpbpp Yqul, b wphiwphh putit b nu: Fuyg wyn
ntypnid, Jyubph b dwhjwb wyp winbd, byhjulwt wyy ghlyj pugniubne
nypmud wpnn’p Ukp gplipk guijugus ypnkln sh hdwunwqplynd:
B "ty htwuwn nitth dqunky hs-np putih, thopdlky thnjuby wohiwphp gly
1uyp, bpk ywhwnh pugnitbu wjt gduljut hwuwnp, np u pn vhoh gduljut
Yhppp, vwuyt wyt whnh mwpniugdws 1hth, b np ju unnpugdub
Upwlniypp, uwlwyl whwnh &b putbu, wubu ngu ] E inpdw) pab
nnuduppuyiugdwi, hthghwughwjh dhong — nuypngnid ph pubwulnid ph
wuwnbpuqund: Gpk vwn dawghp' Ydiwu hngkpubwybu hwod, b hkig
nu’ twju punupwlppnipjui thengp. hnghpuwbwuybu hwod dupylubg
wpununpby. npniip hnghpwwybu hwod skt dhuylt kel ghnkl, np
hngiputwytiu hwod Gu:

Atnwhwu' dnpnidu gnonid th. «Unehly b IquIlL/d», hsytu
«Udwnynnyp-mud hipnuh ghd hnptinpuypp, np hngipnidwputhg thwpusnid,
dwqignid k dwnp b gnonud. «Yht B nanle»: Yhinup b huphjui
wnwppbpuwlp: N np sh jupnquunid hp hwhahg quy, dhtish np pqniynihh
hp pniudpnynt £ quihu, hpwdwynid, np Swnhg heuh, b hnpnpuypp
hubinp-takinp hotnid k: «Uneohly U IquIlL/L[»,- gnnnid th ku whwwwwnhl,
hul Ubswhwuwlukpp upsnid Eh' tnpdw) wnuh uhpwhwpnipyub
1Eghnhd wpwehti onponthuikpt ku: Sk huhtt puphnpbu swnpnid £ ukput
hn $hidtpnud: Gplp, g juugnyt Aukphg UEY E, bty Yupbih | wil,
tpp ubipulb ku nignud hwuwbwy, yunlbpk;: Tuypu tub ppa hwdw
Ep wwownnud hpku: Puyg, phl b htht hwudwp E, dh phs huuniun st
nu, phdwh hipnmpjudp uywnk) sk, mupnih spewlghint unpudwbly
Uhong... BYk'p Swnpkip ubpup, h/hé uh kS pwl k... Q@niqupwbiwghtth b
utipuh Uhwnpnidt «Udwninnny-nid junwpjug k, O-gh-Yninth nnuhg
hwpniunnihm dwnwtht Ynyjuhnpnid hvnpbp Jiue: O-ph-Ynntp pupth
t t]hpoud, wpwewplnid wohnwphhtl' uinp wn Junnp: Puguhwjnnd,
Ubpjugunid. dwpquph’n kp nigmud k). pu'pp whwnh nuumdbwuhphp,
Uh’ Junpotp: M3 kakoro copa pacTyT cTuxu, He Befas CThiza... Umpwghlugh
wupnid ukpuh Swnpp hwujups, hhwplyt, nuptunid £ nnupunwpnu:
Unyip «Guqubndu»-h npng gpugbkpnid: $tyhtht jhuwwn b poninod
hunpwtiwp, tpwip mwhu b npun pupynid — dbwgusdp dkp dke nhdikpubip:
Bu unkinwlub nhupgkin hpuyuwpulwmunt pjudp guunhupuljusy,
nignid B wyn Jhuwwnp jpugity, dhtsh junppp gwy, bpkuyuownnipiniup
Ubpjugub] b quul] pwjnunwulnipjut gquwnhi, husybu LEhup (faqu
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empties the cesspit in search of a rich woman’s ring. “Eau de cologne” offers the
world excrement piece by piece. He reveals the simple truth that you have to

dig into excrement in search of pearls, it shouldn’t put you off. If you only knew
what kind of trash poems shamelessly grow in (Akhmatova)... The mockery of sex in
Saraghina’s dance suddenly becomes diabolical. The same is true of some episodes
in Casanova. Fellini stops delving into the problem after giving some helpful

hints, and steps aside, letting you ponder the rest. As someone who grew up on
Soviet dissident literature, | wish to fill the gap, making every endeavor to delve
deeper, expose hypocrisy and condemn it as vigorously as Lenin treated Rosa
Luxemburg’. Needless to say, | am blamed for hypocrisy as well; some people call
me a“lazy hypocritical bourgeois” who is blind to the merits of real sufferers and
used to publicly discuss and peddle personal “little tragedies” the size of a mustard
seed. Until the plague has swept away the world. A prophet has no honor in his own
country. Especially if your country is the whole of humanity.

An object. While chatting with a girl, | didn’t want to get to know her as much
as | wanted to explain to her how | perceived the world. So that she could accept
and love me as | am. It took many years before | could unravel the mystery of
getting to know a girl as a person. Because if | perceived her as a friend, it implied
that she was not sexually attractive and the future was going to be a relationship
without sex. Sex immediately, at the beginning of the relationship, was what my
nature required. Probably that’s what scared girls and they walked out on me.
Dating, engagement, and marriage? What a waste of time! Just sex immediately,
for starters. | didn't realize that they expected me to behave differently. When |
did, l also realized that this knowledge is a tool to “tame” girls as objects; it applied
to“all girls,’ rather than a specific person. You just had to cheat, concealing your
intentions, and flirting with them instead, as if setting the hook to catch fish. The
only problem was that girls were better at this game; they “dynamoed” (Russian
slang term for “cheating” or “backing out”) you by fooling you and getting flirty
without satisfying your desires.

Profanity, violence, humiliation, and sex, filling the space between the real
and the theatrical, participated in a complex interplay. Swear words were well
camouflaged so that their exact meaning no longer peeked out although
everyone knew what they conveyed. Sex was either hidden behind scientific terms
or present as humiliation, a “natural” manifestation of manhood, a rite of passage,
a sacrilege, or a ritualistic marriage. The enigma, the real essence of sexuality and
love was hidden behind all these layers. People didn't understand it, they hid from
it without even trying to understand. The civilized world is wrapped in multiple

7  There was a joke in the Soviet times:‘Lenin exposed Rosa Luxemburg, put her against the wall and
showed her weak points.In Armenian ‘weak’ or‘vulnerable points’is fungkj h - literally meaning
penetrable or pierceable.
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Ljnipubidpnipgh htwn kp Jupynud: Ll bphuguonnipiniit whuyun k, o
hiid £} «bpbuwywown whnupy pnipdniws widuwbnnibp jui, hbd £ ppulub
wnmwnwunnikph nunpp swnkutng, hd thnpphly, dwbwbtjpwhwnhlh swth
wnpuwgkd hpwikpp Ukt hwinng b npuwiugny wnbwnnip wiuny hwdwpnnubp
Jut: Rwbth nhin dutimwpiwnp, hpp, nn9 wohiwphp sh juky: Qqu dwpqupk
hp huypkuhpnid: Uwtwdwty ket hwyptuhpny nne dwpplynipniut k:

Opjtljun: LnL]hhull ounuljpuuntijhu ku ny m]hpulh niqnid kh wnoljut
Swlwsk), npputl’ pugunpky hpklb, ph hsybu b &u E‘ullullnui
wphuwphn: f1n hud uhph, pugnith, htyybu np Jud: twn wnwnphubp
wlgul, Uhtish wnoljub npyku dwpn dmtwskint wnknédwdp gnuk 1[11/
phs Jupnnugw jmsk: Apnyhbnb bphk bw pybp kp, b fwbusnid th’
nipbkut ukpuntwjwy bu hivnwppphp skp, whukpu Ehup othynud: Uhpu]}‘
uljqpnid: T tp, 1{u1] ph Jujutigunid mqghlﬂlhphh jutt Eht mwjhu: b ‘uz
dmdmr}anp]nL‘u }1 s thhuwgninipinil, 11 iy wdniutinipjnih — ubpup’
ulqpnt d: bu sth hwulwbnud, np ipubp wyp whyh Jupp b vywund: Gpp
hwuljugu, nu £ wnehukpht npytu op]hllm «punbjugubinw &l kp, putih
DN W «pnjnp» mngllhhpbh Ep thmphpnu[ n's pk npnpwlh dwpynt. whwnp
tn luulphb pupgll] hpwlwinid h'ts ku nignud, $rhpn wiky, dntly pelkynt
whu Jwppp uwnuglby. niphy pul, np wyy ynlkpb hpkup htduhg jwy tht
huwunnud b, hhwplk, <ghtwdn» Eht wunwd, $nguntd $ihpup vnnwbwny,
huly bt niqudp’ stwynd:

Lpnip, ppunipnil, unnpugnid b ubpu — wyn wdkbh' Yubph
hpwlwinipjub b ghudnt puwnpnuh Uhot hmpwpbkpnipnitubpp pupy
th, pdniptbipp vhdhyphw wpws swn b swwn dikpny np hpktg
hhupnud piljus gjuwnp punkpt wyjbu yshypultt hptug thohg,
ptl pninpp ghnki’ hish” dwuht E unupp, ukpup’ ghnwub jud
qpuljul wkpuhtkph hknbnud sywpws, prunipniil nt uinnpugnudp’
hpp wnuukph hwunttwgdwl, «<hthghwghwjh» «<unpdwp» wypngku,-
wppuwphp hwqup b dh unudpyub «onphy» Ephp giupl hwgby, np
nwpniugywd hpujwbnipinit huph hpkihg pmp_ghh npnokp nt
npnonud p, hpp, ph uinbb hiy £ ppu pwjunnodp’ h'os, b Cnmpkiwh,
Uhypph jud fotyndulnt yhu wyunwdpubph hwptbphg qunt vhwly
Uhong tp junpudwblugnyi wyy dbp’ Jubnbh ke tpuig phngplybp,
nuuwljwbwugubip. «punupuljhppe» wppawphh Ynnuhg mwpnimgdushu
nhdwnnbd nnipu qunt hinuhnhnipjut YEpeht nujudwunipiniup,
opnikjjul Ytnkphy wwhwwihquh sniquh guwnp fhpwnniyp
ynnyunughwi:

Mkwp kp hwulwiw) Yunep, b pu wpnkb uppwy dbwlipynud kp,
Juinuljjws ukthwljwi ghugkinbpnipjub dke whinh hwuljwiwh n's ph
Junon, wy nhdwmgu Lynn wdkt dwpnnil, husm” ku skh niqnud anyyugbu
hwuljwiw) anqudwpnniis: Puyg hup dupny b puyg nphi «guitljuuhpnid
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layers of clothes to hide a reality full of taboos; it claims to govern the order of
things by setting the rules and determining the limits of their violation. The
cunning plan to deal with rebels like Lawrence, Miller or Bukowski was to recognize
them as respectable parts of the canon and turn them into classic authors. This
embodied the “civilized” world’s last betrayal of the rebellion against taboos,

the last trap of despotic capitalism, the Ingsoc best described by Orwell, when
rebellion is left toothless via co-optation into “high culture.”

One should understand a woman. This is by definition an incorrect statement
trapped in one’s cis-genderness; the real issue was not to understand a woman
but every person | encountered. How come | didn’t wish to understand a man as
well? A woman is a human being but one that | desire. | should understand each
creature | encounter - this child, this woman, this boy, this girl, this old man, this
old woman, this dog, this cat, this mosquito, this tree, this stone, this hedgehog,
this alien, and this leaf. Any generalization was an erroneous abstraction,
although inevitable, because it constituted the central feature in each layer of
language, forming its basis. Brodsky defined Platonov’s prose so well: “Platonov
reveals the absurdity of language already contained in its grammar.”® By the word
“woman” we meant some vague and generalized creature that could be ugly,
beautiful, old, young, outer, inner, have upper and lower parts, be a mother, a
non-mother and a grandmother, etc. For centuries human civilization instilled
these categories in us, so from the day | was born | have been taught to accept
them unconditionally and live in this forest of uncertainties and simulacra.
Meanwhile, “they” gladly accepted this hypocritical flirtation as well, by seeking
male attention, dead flowers, etc. Grammar jumps through hoops to prevent
us from saying “he/she” over and over again so that every time we say “man”
we overlook the fact that a woman is a human being too. Like The Adventures
of Huckleberry Finn which was banned in some U.S. school districts because of
the N-word, the entire history of humankind together with all the texts ever
produced should be revisited. It all went horribly wrong. As | adapted myself
to the world of profanity, violence, humiliation, and sexuality full of taboos, so
did “they”; the political economy of the old world taught “them” that once they
gave birth to a child, they had to carry out solely domestic duties, while men
were considered hunters. “They” learned how to sew and cook, while men knew
how to handle a hammer and fix a bathroom leak. They give birth to a child;
they are softer and have less body hair than men (until recently they have been
concealing the fact that they shave their bodies). Apart from having slightly
different bodies and being physically softer than men, “they” didn't manage to
become writers for centuries, only a few of them joined the army, and there were

8 Ratnikov, K. “Andrei Platonov Through Joseph Brodsky’s Eye”[in Russian]. https://proza.
ru/2020/10/25/1256
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Lu»: Mhwnp Ep hwuwbw) upupwisinip wpupush' nhdpu bjbnn, wu
Epbjuuyghly, wju nyudwpnnil, wyju Junep, wyu minuyhl, wyu wnelul,

wju Stpniuntl, wju ywowyhi, wju owbp, wyju juwnyhl, wyju ddknht,

wju Swnhl, wyu punphl, wju nquntl, wju wyunnpujuyhtht b wyu
nkplihl: Swhljugws pinhwipugnid upuwy kp, huly pinhwipugnidikpp’
wljuntuwthkih. (kqgh wdkt okpnh qiuwynp hwnuthy, {kqyh gnynipjut
hhup: Ppnnuljhtt juy kp dbwlbpuyt] Nuunnunygh wpdwlp. «8nyg L nnwihu
1Eqyh wpunipgp httg pipwwinipiuh dke»®: «4ht» wubjng hwujwinid
Ehtup hus-np dh wmtnpny punhwbpwljuwb wpwpws, gk, gintghly, mwupkg,
Ephwnwuwpn, wpunwpht, tkppht, yEpl, tkppl, duyp, sduyp, tnuwn,-

wyn pninp Juunbkgnphwtbpp punupwlppnipiniup pupkpny ukpdwbt
Ep, np tu Stjwdu opjuithg npuip wnwtg dinwshint punniubd b wuypbd
wjn winpnontpyntbtikph, wyn uhdniyulpbph winwend: B «<ppkips

b hw&nypny pugniuk) Eh kpkugquown wyn $thpnp’ np whwnp Enighy
nnuuwpnynig nipwunpnipntl, dhnwé Swunhly b wyji: LEpuljwubnipniup
nuntnid kp, Unjkqunid, np pnyy sinw wdkt wiqud wuby he/she, np

wukl wiquu «fwpny wubkjhu Unpwglk) nw, np Yhub £ Edwpy, b,
husybtu «Zbkppptipnh Shut» Eht wpgtnud UU'L npng nupngubipnid
«ubwdnpp» punh hht du oginugnpstint hwdwp, ywhnh dupnynipjui
n'no wunndnipniip, pnln,p nbkpuntpp Ykpubugthl: Udpn nop upuuy

tp qugh) swypkhsugp: how hsybu np ku th unynpb hwpdwpdty)
nuynuykiny pdniph, ppunipjui, uvnnpugdwi b ukpuntwnipjui
nwpniugdudnipjui ke, uniyt Yhpy k) «upwtp» Eht hwpdwpyt), hh
wopnwphh pununuwnbunipniup <uputg» ninnnpyk) kp, np bpbk Epkjuw

ku sunwd, mpldu ywhwnh mwt hnqubkpny qpunyki, hull myudwpnn (hup
«npunpnpy, «ipuiips undnph) Eht jupnidl m gwyp bk, nqudwpgp dk
hutht b vwmthwtignygp tnpngby, np 9nipp sfuph, tpwip ptjuwb Eh
niuktnid’ niptdt pipnip thiy, vwquswsynyph b niqudwpynig phs (huy
uwthpytp dplish yipgtipu pupgunud £ht), $hqhninghw by uh phy niphy,
puyg Lptk npu Unpwbwu bpwip n § Uhwj pupnip Ehly, wyih gpnn skht
nupdb] nupbp pwpniiwly, ntunid skht unnwghky, ghuynp phy Ehu Enky, Epb
unyuhuly Lqujhubkpp pwugnihh tnk) Ehty, £jh hhdtwlwiunid mnudwpnhly
Eht houh mbpp Ubs dwuwdp (ubwig «poluwbwynpnidis wyju dwulnyht
wonwphnid, wnwhg wyt Juprnigwspnpkt thnjubkint, unynpupwp tpwig
dwulnijhtugnid kp quntmd, wn” - Uupqupbe Skwnspp), — wpuwphp
1nhy wy Yhpy kp (hukng, (kqnit b, gqpuljuinipiniut b, yuwndnipniuy
k- bpl bhqghjujut-pununinbuuljut yundwnutpnyg tpup nus
sihukht ppuwpwpybihp, thoy, thnjuntnnipuh «cwbtljud» wpwplu, dntinqud

6 Nuwnthyny, 9. «UTunply) Muwunntnyp Pnuhd Apnnuljnt guwhwndwdps [Paraukos, K. “Anzgpeit
ITraTonos B onenxe HMocuda Bpoxckoro”] https://proza.ru/2020/10/25/1256 (nniubipkiy):
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only a handful of queens that were registered in history as important figures;
mostly men wielded enormous power (those women who assumed power in
this masculine world without changing it structurally usually became masculine
too, didn't they? Margaret Thatcher, for instance). The world, along with
language, literature, and history would have been different, if they had not been
regarded as sexual objects, as “docile” items of wealth and trade in humankind’s
political economy that evolved as it did. Monogamy would not have prevailed,
if there had been no economic reasons behind it. Or an understanding of health
hazards - those pleasant but dangerous liaisons might transmit disease if they
are reckless and diverse. That's the way of the world now. One should revisit
it. It's worth imagining how the world would have looked like if there were as
many female writers as there were male ones, or as many as there are now. The
Soviet army not only or not so much liberated Europe, as (rather) raped her. The
main culprit for the siege of Leningrad was not so much Nazi Germany as it was
Stalin and the Soviet regime. Although Bandera and Nzhdeh were nationalists,
anticommunists, and Nazi collaborators, they were also national heroes. After all,
Vasak Syuni (a controversial figure in Armenian history) was more of a brilliant
strategist than a traitor. The Founding Fathers who created the US Constitution
were slave owners. One is left to speculate as to whether they were good slave
owners or not. Pushkin too was a slave owner, albeit a good one. Apart from
debunking all the myths (the myth of Pamfilov’s Twenty-Eight Guardsmen and
other lies imposed by the authorities about Soviet or world history), one should
demonstrate that the hero and the villain, the top and the bottom have been
distinguished in an abstract and false way in the historical texts offered to us.
I'm worm, I'm God (Derzhavin). People are centaurs; heroism and depravity are
intertwined, they come together. While acting “heroically” one was also scared
out of one’s wits, and during the attack, nobody shouted: “For the motherland!
For Stalin!”"The myth that the king of Denmark was wearing a yellow star was a
fabrication, whereas the fact that he was a good man was not a lie. The fact that
those who helped the Jews to flee Denmark did so for huge sums of money is,
however, true too. Well, we learned these lessons very well from our own history
of genocide. The Naked Pioneer Girl by Mikhail Kononov - in my view, one of the
five best novels written since perestroika — based on the true story of a teenage
girl suffering sexual abuse during wartime, was soon forgotten.

The literary canon is being (and must be) rewritten: Homer from the
perspective of Helen and Penelope, the Minotaur myth from the perspective
of Ariadne, Daredevils of Sassoun from the perspectives of Lady Khandut and
Chimishkik Sultan, Hamlet from the perspectives of his mother and Ophelia. It's a
shame that both Hamlet and Rosencrantz and Guildenstern Are Dead by Stoppard
- it would seem that the latter should have offered a female perspective — are
written from a male point of view.
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plinwthpp Juy ph shunpbp, kpk witnbuwjwi gungwnp sjhubp ne
wnnnonipjnilp,- np wyy hwdk h-uwluwj-Junnwbquynp (htgqniuphg bl
hhjwunnipjnitpt b mwpuwsynid, tph wjbt wajuquuytpy L, punp:

Ujnwhuny wphiwuphp ‘r}mpdhl Ep wyuyhuhti: Mhwp tp wyt htwn phpky:
Mbwnp bp wunlbpuguby wpjuwpht htywyhuht Yihtkp, ket Yht gponubpp
nupkp wpweyuthg tinjupwt pmwn 1hubkhl, npputt mnudwpy jud nppul
hpkip wyuop kh swwn: Undbwnwlub qnppp n's ph, n's Uhwyl, n's wyipwh
wquunugnk] kp Bypnywb, wy (nppwh)’ ppiwpupty: Lithbgpunub
pinunuyh Uknuynpp n's wyipwh btughunwlwb SEpdwihwh kp, nppui
Uwnwphul ot junphpnwyht hohup: FPubinbpwib b 'Ldnkhp bwghnwjhuwn
Eht, hwwhinphpnught, twghuntph hin hwmdwgnpswlgus b vhtiunyt
dwdwiwl wqquyht hipnu: Qwuwlp nuywdwb skp, b Jkpen, wyy
hunpupwthwig twjupynn: Udkphljjut Uwhdwbiunpmipjui Zhdbwunghp
Zuypbkpp wnpunbp thi: Uhnod Ep hpdwbwg puph winpluinkp thi ph swp:
Nnioyhlih B kp &npunmntp, puyg puph: Ny vhwyh qnun dh$pp whnh
Uwppytht (28 wuwiphnulubikpp, Undbwnh - b wpltwphh wwwndnipjul’
holuh Ynnuhg wwpunwnpdws - wdpnne untnp), wyh hkpnut nt unwhwyp
tnyb dwpyl kp, Yhphb ne winnphiip inyg wpupust Ep' «r gepss, s 6or»:
«Zpnunipjuy ghwhu nwly ppentd thp, ny np skp gnnnid «3a popuny,
sa Crammma», U «ny np skp niqnid Ywhwwy»: Ywithwih puquynph’ nhnht
wuwnn nnoht Yugubnt (Egkhunp unin k, hulj wyt, np hupp juy dwpy
tp' ny: Pulj wyl, np hpkwkpht Fwlhwihg nnipu phpnnikpp ipuighg
hulwjwlwl thny th Jipginid” inyligbu ny: b, Uklip wopswphh wyy
npJuspp (uy ghnkip unpphg, Uk p gbinuuywinipjut wuwwndnipjntihg:
Uhjuwgp) YUnuntunyh «Ubkply whnubkpnihhi» (1990-2001), np, hd upshpndy,
whpkunpnyuyhg h Jbp pniubpbi gpus hhiiq wikbwywy Ywbphg £
wuwnkpuquh dudwbul) ghpwhwu wnelu oguugnpstwi dwuhb, wyh
Juykpwgpulut hhupny,- hhwplk, pnipjut dwnbdbkg wpwug:

Nn9 qpuljuunipniup ykpuwwpunwugpynid £ jud ywhwnh
Jkpuwpunwgpyh. Zndkpnup’ ZEjEuh U MEuknykh nkuwlbnhg,
Uhtunwnwpnup dhpp’ Uphwyikh, «Uwubw nbppy wbnniph no )
2uUshhYy Unyputh, «Z2wdiins-p hp duyphlh b Opkjhwgh: Pusuyhup
huwyununwlnipnt - «Zwd|kwnr-u k), Unnyuyupgh «knqiujputgu
nt Ghpkuunkpup dknws Eur kf, np, pynid k, hkug npuw dwuht whwnh
{hutp’ Eh popnpp npudwppjuig wkuwlbnhg ku: Uhw dkq hunpului
ynutpghnt qunuthwp. gpk p «wdjkns-u Opkjhwjh nmkuwltnhg, puith
sh qpuwsd, b hwgnnnipniup tpuohiwynpdws t: Opkjhut yuluwu Zwudjkn
sk, hisnt” E tw qdynud, U pk tpwithg, np Zwdjbnp uyywikg hp hopp: @4
tpwihg, np ppwpnid kp Zwdjinht’ hop b uhpush dhol ppwsgws: Bkl
Yhu-Zwdjkwn bnt) k, tpk &hown bd hhonud, husytu b vhwdnpe Lphunny,
hul fpwsgwd Yht' ng: Uwwnp phpubp dpnws wpnk wyn (nk'v htnn),
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Here is a winning business idea. Write Hamlet from Ophelia’s perspective before
anyone else goes for it, it will be a great success. Ophelia is no less interesting a
character than Hamlet. Why does she go mad? Is it because Hamlet killed her
father? Or because she betrayed Hamlet, torn between her love for her father and
her lover? There were female Hamlets, if | remember rightly. There was also a black
Christ, but no crucified woman. We witnessed a woman with her fingers cut and
stuck in her mouth (to which | will refer later), but never a crucified woman. Back in
2002, | made a watercolor of a crucified woman. My son loves this painting, and it
hangs on his bedroom wall.

We were centaurs, a combination of nature and artificiality. Human
civilization has for centuries wrapped the animal part of our being in social and
artificial outfits, without really getting rid of it, and now is the right time for us to
break with this tradition, pushing the animal part out as much as possible and
rearranging the order of things in a meaningful way.“She is half a man, she’s got
her father’s ears. When you kiss her ears, you kiss her father’s ears.” Everything
is fluid and apt to change, everything is intertwined. There are no barriers, just
as there is no traditional top and bottom, no matter how difficult it is to live
that way. A more complex scenario is that these barriers are both existent and
nonexistent. At times the opposition between the top and the bottom exists, at
times it doesn't. If it is intense, you can make it moderate. If it doesn't exist, set
it up within reason. Isn't liberalism all about moderation and compromise and
isn't this why it is blamed for hypocrisy? “Woman” is a sweeping generalization;
we are all human, everyone is an individual. There are genders, there are men
and women, and a myriad of gender identities in between.

This can be regarded as an irresolvable absurdity or antinomy. We can try
to resolve such antinomies through action, as Kant and Marx suggested. It
doesn’t matter what you are engrossed in, what matters is how you act. | came
out of that meat grinder half tortured, | don’t even know how | survived it, or
if | survived it. Help your children, if possible, to avoid falling into these traps.
Break taboos, don't just prohibit touching things with no explanation. However,
| or any other individual child is not the biggest problem. There is a bigger and
deeper problem that lies with our beloved civilized world, the liberal “order of
things.”

My research naturally led me to Solzhenitsyn’s Gulag and the Gulag. | was
fourteen or fifteen years old when | secretly read it at night. A friend of my mother
who distributed books by dissident authors gave it to my parents for a couple of
days. Many things were permanently imprinted on my mind, including the fact
that the maloletki (Russian slang word for “delinquent minors”), who were born
and/or raised in the Gulag, were the cruelest among the bespredelschiki (literally
translates as “no-limiters,”a Russian slang word for criminals who do not obey any
rule and maximize cruelty).
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hul pwsdwd ny: Uh whqud' 2002-hit, gpwikplyny thupkgh jws]ws Yhi,
wnnuu wyn tjupp hwuwund k, hp ukiyulh qunht huljgdus t:

Uklp Yknwpnu thiip pinipynit Ehiip b wphbunwljwampnil,
JEugutwlwt Ukp dhonihh ypw hwqgyt] tht punupwlppnipjui
unghwjwlub, wphkunwljub «nphiubkpp hwqupudjulubph pipwugpnid,-
b wydd wykwnp kp wyn wdkup Jhpwpudpugply, Yhunuwiwlwip nnipu dnby,
nppwl httmpwynn E, ubkpny, ghnnuljgnpbt wmdtup JEpuguuwynpty:

«Lwt Jhuny suth nqudwpy b, tpu wwbep huyphlih wwbet k: It
hwdpnipnid tu tpw hwyphlhh wwbep»: Udkup énpnid k, hnunid b
Uhdjutg Ubo E, shw” wigpuybn, hiswtu np shu’ Jkpl-ubppl, nppul by
ndJup Euynuybu wyply: Ywd wbih pupry. whepybnp dhwudwdwbul
Jw b shw: Bppbdl Jbpl-ubppl Ju, kpphdt’ ns: Gpk swn E, pswgpnt’, kpk
sw hhduwnph puh phy ((hptpwihqd, swihwnpnipnit): «Ghus-p upeug
punhwipugnid £, pnjnpu dwpy Eup, wdkt dkju wnwbdhtt dupy, vwluygh
b ubnkp, Juh jubup b nquiwupghl, b dkpnbknikpp hwqup oo vh
okuntn:

Uw jupbkih £ wiynisth wpunipn hwdwpk] jud whnhundhw: Fugg
Yuntkih £ U wyn wbnhundhwb thnpdb] (nst] wytybu, hiyylu Ywunt
nt Uwippul tht wpwewpynud. wpwppbpny: Ywplnp sk’ hush dke ku
Tu&&]ws, Yuplinp £ huswh v bu Jupynud: Gu nnipu bjw wyy duwnughg
Yhuwunpunuwbqyus, sghinbd b husybu hwypwhwpkgh b hunpwhwptgh
wpnnp: Oquik p dkp Epkjuwbbpht spljuby wyy sniquljkph Uk,

Epk htwpwynp t: Swpniubpp p’uﬂn}h,p, pnt j] wytp dknp wwy hpup
widbnnpbl: fuyg inyyhuly g ykp fuunhpp, nu qlinkghy, punwpuwyhpp
wppuwphh patinhp kp:

Zhknwqnunipniiibpu, ptwwbwpwp, pipkghtt Unjdtthghtth
«@niugr-htt b Sniught: 14-15 wwpklwt th, tpp Jupgugh ghokpp
pupnit. Yuyphfhu puytpnihhl, np ghupgitnwuljut qgpuljutnipinit
Ep dwwnwlwpupnid, dh Epynt opnyg wnyk] kp Sunnubphu: Cwn
pulitp nyuynplghtt Ukypunuhow, h phu wyng np wdkbwnudwul
phuypkdboshhakpp dwynknbkph tht' @mpugmd sufws b/jud dhksugus:

Uyn opubihg pugnid wkpunbp kU gplip, b «Poinipyub dowlnypp
Zwjumunubinid» (2021)7, i Armenia 3.0% whq kpki (2020) gpplpnud, b
Tunuby &, U Hh Ygphd n1 jhkwnwgnnbd - @niugp npybu §ntypln
unghnnghwlwt hhup wyny puppbph, np hwunwwnyby tht unphpyughi

7 Shkp-Qupphbkjub, Q. (gl flpughp), Zndujhdjut, @, Udpunjul, Z., Mhnpnujul, 2., Uduqul,
8., unippninywl, T. (2021). Reint pjul Uywnijpp Zujuumnwinid. Gplwl, Zujwuwnwi- https:/
epfarmenia.am/hy/document/Culture-of-Violence-in-Armenia

8  Shp-Qupphbul, . (2020) Upukiapw 3.0. hwuljwiug 20-pn nuph Zwjuuwmwip [Ter-Gabrielyan,
G. Armenia 3.0. Understanding 20th Century Armenia. Yerevan, Armenia]- https://epfarmenia.am/
document/Armenia-3-0-Understanding-20th-Century-Armenia (whq tpk):
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Since then, | have written a great deal on this subject, including in the books
Culture of Violence in Armenia (2021)° and Armenia 3:0 (2020, written in English).'

I have talked about it, and | will continue to explore the Gulag as a specific
sociological basis for the mores that were shaped in Soviet Armenia and passed on
to us. My colleagues and | are carefully studying how these practices, along with
Sovietization, encompassed one-sixth of the world. From the atrocities of WWI
that gave rise to Bolshevism, the Cheka (All-Russian Extraordinary Commission,
known as the early Soviet secret police agency), Stalinism, and WWII, to their mild
versions that followed the Gulag, e.g., tsekhavism (a term derived from the Russian
word “tsekh,”meaning “a factory department,”and associated with black market
activities) which straight after independence evolved into a criminal oligarchy,

a wild and oppressive form of capitalism. In my review of The Empire Must Die

by Zygar (2018), | pointed out that the culture of reckless disregard for human
values has its roots in Russian serfdom. It distorted and undermined basic rules

of coexistence and has continued to shape the mores of post-Soviet Armenia to
the present day, permeating schools and other closed environments, including
prisons, the army and the “natural order” of families, breeding domestic violence. It
is deeply embedded in our everyday life.

The unhealthy vulgarization of the immediate lifeworld around me by the
criminal culture (for all its phony and farcical nature) was inherited from the
Gulag, i.e., it had a specific reason and required a specific solution: the need for us
to come out from the Gulag’s shadows. The relations at school were the parody
of power relations inherited from the Gulag culture: the urge to “effeminize” or
emasculate a man or a boy and make him a zapadlo'', garlakh', gyot (offensive
Armenian term for “gay person”), untouchable, that is more than an outcast,
haram or filthy (whereas harem was like a dream), pitukh (literally translates as
“rooster,’ another slang term for“gay person” - oddly enough, the exact opposite
of geghi khoroz, the Armenian expression for “cocky person,” which exemplifies
the twisted nature of the world or massaraksh,” as well as the carnivalization of

9 Ter-Gabrielyan, G., Hovakimyan, G., Smbatyan, H., Petrosyan, D., Avagyan, Y., & Khurshudyan, Sh.
(2021). Culture of Violence in Armenia. Yerevan, Armenia [in Armenian with English summaries].
https://epfarmenia.am/hy/document/Culture-of-Violence-in-Armenia

10  Ter-Gabrielyan, G. (2020). Armenia 3.0: Understanding 20th Century Armenia. Yerevan, Armenia.
https://epfarmenia.am/document/Armenia-3-0-Understanding-20th-Century-Armenia

11 Russian slang word for “dishonorable,” beyond the “tough guy’s” dignity. For instance, cleaning
toilets in the army.

12 It has the same meaning as zapadlo in the Armenian slang - a place/situation the “tough guy”
should not find himself in, or a male person who has become “untouchable” or “filthy” as he was
engaged in “dishonorable” things. The author has to explain these concepts the way he can, as they
cannot be found in Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary.

13 A common expression in The Inhabited Island by Arkady and Boris Strugatsky, which literally meant
“the world inside out”
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Zujuutnwinid, b np dunwbghghtp: Lwy] wn puy phnwpynud bd,
gnpdplltpubkph htwn, hiywku Ep fanphpyujtugdwiip qniquihbn
Uowlynyph wyn wwpnipnid wohuwphh dkY Yighpnpy dwup: Unwghtt
hwdwpiwphuwihtth pudwinipnithg pnjplihqy, skw, unwhihqd,
Epypnpn hwdwowphwgphti, hkwnn ) hkngniywquht qup»
wwppbpwlbpp gkluwdhqup, ophtiwy, np hwigkgpkg wwlunipyniihg
b Jtp quyph Yntphs juyhwnwihqup pptwoihquipjuhwih hwunwindwp:
Uwpnnt wpdbpp pwbth by spubint wyn dpwlnyph wpdwinp Qhquph
«Quijupnipiniip ywhnh dwhwbw» gpph gpujununtpiniiunidu (2018) thwnpby
Ed niuwunwth dnpurnunhpuljut jupgbipnid: Quwubnnid kp wyn
Uowlnyypp nus hudwlkgnipmnitp nhghikpuginid, b wujdwiw]nptg
htwjunphpyuyhtt Zwjwunwh pupptpp dhty wyuop, pughniy dhiish
nupngp, thul «lhwubny thowduypbpp pubinp, putwlp, b phnwibiui
pountpjut <unpdwnipniup: Uyt dunud E nwppunisdus dkp wdktopju
ljutpnid:

Qnijughg dwpwiqus (phlniq thulinn-, pkniq yupnphwlub)
gnnujut wyy Upwynyph Ynnihg pd ppgulju widhgwlub
jmupwpjuwuphh hhjwin gnEhljugnidp Ynuypkn gunmdwn niubp
b Ynuypbn (nismd — Enrjugh wyn ungbphg gnipu quint Yuphp:
Snuyht, nquiwpyniy <hqugikipy Juhjughbyp, quyunn pupdukn,
qunjufuwgtbing, gnppgubint, wwphuyhg by winht wunhyskih
nupdubnt hdwuwnny, hwpwd (hulj hwpbdp «kpuquip»), wtdwpnip,
whuntju (nuwpophiwwpwp glinh junpngh &hown hwfjwnwyp. wyy
opownupdubpn gnyg k nwhu wphawphp oninnnusnipiniup
dwuuwnwlop (Unpniqughhbp) junbwjuhqughwi poinipyul,
phuulph(&h]_b wpuwphnid),- hojuuyht hwpwpbpnipjui plﬁ[}lhmtuhhghm‘u
tp’ Ubkp nupngnid wupnphwlwb Yepyny dowlnpubplagus unught
nuuwpwith wewght ophg: B wynwbu dkp Yjuupp qupqugu, hpup
ppdbny, p...-ny, hughnjkny n1 pghiny, b hwuwip tuon: Euopu
htnunybup Ukp nuuwpubi b dwypngnid skh hwuwinid husne b
nnuibkpl kyyhuhti, hul wnehljubkph nt niungsnihhbpp” wawnwppkp
nt hpp unynthwdp, wquibkph wyy duwnugp snkuting: @niuqp,
htwnn wuunkpuqup b wyjb pugunptght, dhbulhuluuﬂlhhph wuwuphh
hphuululzmmp]ulh h}u[p]} pulgulhul]mhghh «Qtnp Uh winip wyr} phuwutpp,
pp Ju kb, quuunn’, qunjw ‘T, - wuntd l:hh hld: «dpwtp shw ,- wunid

tht hud,- gnynipjnih sniuk o, sh” nkp: 0's gbnuuywinipynit, n's Gnijwg,
sh kb nu sh (hunud, wsph'n E kplinud: buly Uklp wyn phpugpnid’ phq
pouwpwpbkip»: Enrjugh b punpkuhwlwi (hpipwihquh wyy hnjuljuy
niuhlw) hwdwdniyuépn, npp b pniy) £ niwjhu phuypkdbkioshly
prutntinghquht’ Swnly: 28 : Blykp junpulmbp, wkutikip husk p nnipu
Yqui: g accenusarop u Bogosos (Uuywulynyuljh):
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violence and lawlessness). That’s how things turned out; we kept cursing, cussing,
screwing, and dragging each other down until we ended up where we are now.
Today's post-Soviet space is entirely the result of our Soviet school. At school, |
didn’t understand why boys behaved this way as opposed to girls who, along with
teachers, were indifferent to such behavior, as if turning a deaf ear or a blind eye

to the meat grinder boys were going through. The Gulag and wars, among other
things, explained it to me, exposing the hypocrisy of the adult world.“Don’t touch
these subjects, they are filthy, zapadlo and garlakh,"| am being told today. “They
don't exist," they tell me, “They never happened. There is no such thing as genocide
or Gulag, there never was, nor ever will be, they exist only in your imagination. In
the meantime, we will rape you!"This is a splendidly unique combination of the
Gulag and philistine liberalism, which nurtures this lawless blatnoy culture. No way!
Let's delve deeper into these subjects and find out more. |, a latrine cleaner and
water carrier (Mayakovsky).

The problem of “top and bottom”in power relations can be perfectly illustrated
by the “Zangezur Corridor."* Why do we think in two dimensions, either ours or
theirs? Let’s use “design thinking.” One creative possibility is that it takes the form
of an overpass over Armenian territory. But in this case, somebody will say, the
Azerbaijanis gain the upper hand over the Armenians; they might even throw
apple cores or other objects at us from above. Perhaps it would be better to
dig a passage and let them go in and out of their tunnel. In this case, “we” will
outplay “them,’ staying “above.” On the other hand, they can dig a hole up from
there and thus damage the surface of our Syunik. Or they can plant a bomb
deep underground and blow us up. Both war and blatnoy culture have the same
mindset; weapons are a phallus designed to destroy human nature, or at least put
it down.

Perhaps it would be better if the North-South Road corridor and the “Zangezur
Corridor”intersected, creating a crossroads. The latter is imbued with a specific
meaning; a cross is neither a yonic symbol though it has a center, nor a phallic
symbol though it has edges. Although the cross served as an instrument of capital
punishment (but also a symbol of resurrection), it is at least one of the most unique
symbols outside the binary system of sex and violence. But they will certainly be
squeamish about the cross too.

The reign of the Gulag political economy and culture in Soviet “peaceful life”
imported blatnoy culture from the Gulag and turned the value and dignity of
human life into dust — camp dust. Now it wants to turn human life into radioactive

14 The would-be Zangezur Corridor would connect the mainland of Azerbaijan with its exclave of
Nakhchivan through Armenian territory.
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dhpl-ukpplh junhpt hojuwghtt hwpwpbpnipniaubpnid thwyniu |
wpinwhwyngmu «Quighkqniph dhowigph» hwpgmu: busnt” kip Uhon
Enplswh dinnwbnid: S‘ulpphpulllhhpbg Ukl £ np uyh wighh Zwjuunwih
wnmwpwdph «JEpbny» npybu bunwljun: Fuyg wyn nhypnid unnwugynud E,
np wpnpbkowbghubpp Ybnfu ki JEjunid huykph ypw b JEpthg Yupnn B
ubkppl oypunk) Ypswsd judnp b wy pwikn: bull gnigk, wyn nhupnid, anhh 1
1htuh thopquws, pnibbiny gliub anZzblm[ qu’fi: Puyg wyy nhypmd b hu’
hpkip ki «nwlp danud, bppopngp wyintnhg b Yupnn kb swl thopky b
Ukp Upmthph dwlbkplinygpp Juwub), jud’ pnudp nuk) unpplpnud b dkq
quthguk): Mwnbkpuqul nt pjuninghqup inyt hngkpwini eyt ki, qklpp
$wpnu, dwpynipinipyni nsbswghkynt hwdwp, jud bpk ny wyw gnik
liqghkni:

oL, kplih whwnh fows wikh, Zniuhu-Zwpu]i nt «Quiigkgniph
dhpwligpl» hpwp qut, pwsdbpnil juquti: 6 npu hwwnntl) junphnipy
E wupnibwlnid, pwth np jpwsp, phl YEuwnpnt nith, nuhl uhdyng sk b,
stuyws suypkp nith, $uyphl By sk: Pugunhly uhdynjubphg b, np, shwjws
dwhwwywwndh gnpshp t Enk], umjujt gnut ubkpu-pounipinit Epgnipmniihg
nnipu k: vwishg £ hpklp Ylunpott...

Gniugh pununbnbkunipjut b dowlnyph puquynpbip «uunun»
unybunulju h]mhpnu[ pruinting Uowlnyypp niyughg yepgpk-phpty
nt dwpnnt ghtip’ yuiph ph wpdwbwwywndnipyul, nupapk kp thnoh’
Sudpwpuwthnoh: Jlarepras nsins: Gy hhdw niqnud E npupdub) spepras msins’:
I gnigh kpphd inyuhuly opkipny gnn ku knky, puyg Uks dwuwdp sk,
wnnidwés. yuphw bu bnk) jud unyuhul sku tnk] b pwunnoh, (nju, dnidhy,
hwphd jud «douniny niqu» (Z) tu tnk) b gnigk hnL]hhull «qulud», Jqgdud»
tu tnky, puyg quihu bu b’ uununs Yrubph, b w'jy ophhp]} Jud
npu wwpnphwb ku hhdbwnpnud: Qqnije gnybyny, hpp wybnbn swynud
Ep Ehp &2unp: Mughpl wjt & np, hhwpljk, qklph fungnp dwup sh ky
Jbpunupdk) b, dh funupny, yphpiinitjpwjubph owbup wnnne (huknt b
puqUutwnt, ptwjwtwpwup sun wykih Uks kp: B4 nipkdt wjuopju dkp
hwuwpwynipnitiubpp juqudws Eu hhdbwljuunid Jhpunnitjuwgubph,
wynhyninplutph jud «bqnputinh» ukpniunubphg - huly «skqnputpp» yhunh
hwpdwpybtht Jhpunthugubphu: 64 gnqnuljwt phuypkdbih wyn dowlnyypn,
plwlwiwpup, n's b wyipwt inyguhul tunws-hkjwsikpt ko ppky b
wpuwnwynpky, nppwl Yhpunntjuwikpt ne hpktg ukpniigbpp: Opnbp’
skjpunwugk phwljwl Jhpunnipiugni jpniip, htug b hhdtwnnpty, pbwdt,
phuwpt] nt swnltgpby thtt wyn dowlnypep. np dupgi wpdtp snith:

9 2014 p. Tlhwnph Yhubpynyp hwtpught pniuwluwb hkpnunwnbum pjudp wpwght whquuid
hwtpwjunpkt wpnwuwkg wyn punwljuwwulgnpiniin aaepusiit nenen: Axepras meurs Unyl
pulit E, wbtih | uwqnud:
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dust.”> Some of you might have been a “thief in law'®” in the Gulag, but most
of you were victims. Maybe you were an outcast, or maybe you were not. You
happened to be (or not) a kharoshi (slang term for “tough guy”), lokh (Russian
slang word for “person who is easily fooled”), muzhik (Russian word for “real man”),
harif (Armenian slang word for “naive person”), chshtov tgha (translates as “true
guy,” Armenian slang expression for “tough guy with his own set of principles”),
or even someone who was “fallen” and “put down.” Nonetheless, once you
came back to a“peaceful life,’ you tended to set the Gulag rules or a parody of
them at home and in your quarters too. Of course, the thing is that most of the
zeks did not even survive, so surely the vertukhai (Russian slang term for “camp
guard”) stood a much better chance of staying healthy and multiplying. Thus,
our societies today consist mostly of generations of the vertukhai, pridurki (the
Russian word “pridurok” translates as “partly-imbecile” and refers to the blatnoy
who agreed to cooperate with the state, i.e., become the vertukhai) and “neutrals”
(if any) — the latter group, in turn, had to adapt to the vertukhai. The culture of no-
limits bespredel was introduced and ingrained not so much by jailbirds as by the
vertukhai and their descendants. It is the chekists (slang word for “political police
officer”) and gebeshniks (slang word for “KGB man,” the letters “g” and “b” stand
for “state security”) of the vertukhai clan who founded, nurtured, and cultivated
this culture which places no value on human life. Reinforced and sustained by
the zeks and the vertukhai alike, this symbiosis of blatnoy and vertukhai culture
has continued right up to the present day. This contagious culture of the Gulag
bespredel permeated the lifeworld in our backyards, neighborhoods, and schools.
No matter whether it was a parody or not, we were destined to grow up to be its
heirs.

If you are confronted by a no-limits beast, protect yourself from it by all
means; every action against it is fair, whether you adapt to it or resort to no-limits
behavior as well. Do as your common sense tells you. That’s why prisoners of war
of advanced armies have permission to confess everything they know and divulge
all their secrets; maybe then they will not be tortured unless their torturers turn out
to be ruthless lunatics. Sometimes even this advice does not work out (to which
| will refer later). That's why a suicide bomber makes a last-ditch effort by killing
innocent people and is prepared to do so, believing that it is the last resort against
the no-limits bespredel of current civilization.

15 In 2014 Dmitry Kiselyov publicly uttered the phrase “radioactive ash” for the first time on Russian TV.
Since then the possibility of a nuclear strike is mentioned daily, with special vigor since February 24,
2022.

16 The highest-ranking criminal position in the Gulag. More about this concept here: Aghasi
Tadevosyan, Nikol Margaryan (2023). Explanatory Dictionary of Criminal (“Thief”) Slang: English
Summary. Yerevan, Armenia. https://epfarmenia.am/documents/dictionary-of-armenian-criminal-
slang
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Uhujulg wdpuyigbind, hpup quu wanyd gkudhpuntewy ppuning
Upwlniyph uhdphnqp kYt hwub) k dkp opkip: Gnyyuquyhtt phuypkdth

tn Jupuyhy dpwlnypp wujdwbwynpky Ep dbp pajught b punwyh

b nypnguljwt yutpuphiwphp, phniqh npuybu yupnphw jud o'y
wjupwh npybu wupnphw,- b hinn dkdwtwnt n1 npu dunwuqubpb Ehp
nunbw|nt:

YUy phuypkdb) ququil nnipu Byuy] hpbuhg wdkh Yhpy
wupnwuibip, hp nhd wikt puy) wppupugh b hwpdwpybu ph hupn
k1 phuypkdbih nhubtu. huswybu np pn jwjwuqgniy nunnnnipniup plq
hnioh: dpw hwdwp ghphbpht wunid ko' his ghnbu wuw’, quunithp dp’
wwhhp, gnigk wyn nhypnid sjanpwnwtighl, ph (phy Juypwq ghd sku: Gpphdu
nu £ sh oginid (kv htwnn): dpw hwdwp whwpkhsp pp npnonid k
nhuwnpnpjub Jkpeht puyht ghut hp htwn (hpp widbn Jyubp E nwbnd
b twpiwy bu hwdwdwyt £, np wynutu £ hubne:

By wjuop npu Junwugp hwdwphmwuphuwyhtt dnnnyppujupnipiut
qiluht E Yuuhegby. putth np wy) bp shw whinh phuwpbaky hiku
hwdwohimuphuwyht phuypkdbih nbd, utnyuhul npuw qnin htwpwynpnipiut
ntu, npnyhtnb ghthl wohuwphnid opp 200 ud 800 dwpy wlhutibpny
uyuibkp phuypkdby sk gbn, puyg’ phuypkdbih hunwl htwpudnpnipntd,
np uinhwnd E kpljunky. <huly wpnnp qujanp sk, np dkbp B b dbpeon
phuwypbdth ghdkip Uh nplk «uupdbnphly yunwupwihs diny, np
hwpwnp wpnkl ;ph’] phuypkdkh phdt webkips: Yw Ynsynid &
«cutiunuugnipjub nhikdw»:

Ns-ginupyiunuljub hbnnwgnunnipinibubphu pidwb pupdwy -
Unpdkhghti: N's dhuygt Zwjwuinwinid puwbbpnpy qupp, ppawgiondibpi
nt @nipuqp quy skl hknwgninynud: Qphp b hknwgnund &
hu pupbljwdutpp, tppbdi, pny) mybkp pttwnunbd, ujuw) dkpnn
kU oqunmugnpénid: Ik B hwunid wuniuubpp, dknunpwputph
Abwkpynudubpp, bwynud, ph puwbh, wubklp, dwnbwghp' gninu Jup
qpuid b wyjlt,- puyg Uptnnpuught wyn £upnidp gniyuquyhlt dpwlynygph’
hudwnwpws hwuwpuljulwt puntwp, hpkig swn Juplnp
hwjupswpupulu wyn qopst wikjhu hwdwh qug b wnunid:

Uhtsnkn JEnunt wgpnid £ wdkt Ynnuhg b wdkuph 4ypu: Unjdkuhght-
Cwjuuny k&l k. wpnnp Snijugnid dh juwy put up phk ns: Uh phs
shwulugws Y& kp. Unpdbtthghttt wunid Ep, np shuyws nputt’ dwpgp
whwnh thnpdh b wouwnp dbtw) dwpy, skp wunid, ph juy pub u: buly
Cupuunyt wumd kp’ n's Uh quy pul shw, b dwpnh wjpunkn dupn sh
dunid: Gu huljdws bl Swjwdngdh Yupshphl, tuytnyg onipou: ‘Lniju
YEpy £ Uhigpudhg dwunwiqus unghwjwljui hbnwgnunnipniuttph B
phiunuunnid, kpp dwpnnil uinnignid ki qudwi E phk ng, hhdwp t ph ns,
hwpdwpynn t pk ng, b wwpgynid £, np’ wyn’, whuwhdwb gudwi b, hhdwp
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Today this threat looms over global democracy. Since there seems no way
out, many people think we are forced to turn to bespredel in order to fight against
the aggression of the global bespredel, against the mere possibility of its victory;
the fact that for months on end 200 or 800 people a day are killed in war in this
cynical world does not imply that the global bespredel has already won, but a
distinct possibility of that victory makes you wonder whether it's not time for you
to finally turn to bespredel in the form of some “asymmetric response,” to crush that
possibility of the global victory of bespredel for good, as long as it has not caught
you yet. This is called the “security dilemma.”

Solzhenitsyn became the subject of my nonfiction research. The 20th century,
the Gulag and mass repression are not properly examined in Armenia. Moreover,
those who study these subjects, including my friends, sometimes adopt the wrong
methods, | am bound to say. They identify the victims of repression and study
the indictments or find out how many donoses (Russian word for “unsubscribed
allegation'”) were written, etc. Nevertheless, despite carrying out the arduous task
of gathering data, they often fail to examine atmospheric pressure, namely the fact
that the Gulag culture has become a widespread social phenomenon in today’s
post-Soviet societies and is spreading out.

Meanwhile, viciousness affects every aspect of our lives. It all comes down
to the dispute between Solzhenitsyn and Shalamov as to whether it is any good
in the Gulag. To some extent, this dispute arose out of a misunderstanding.
Solzhenitsyn argued that notwithstanding the Gulag, one should try to stay
human; he didn't really say there was anything good in it. Shalamov, on the other
hand, claimed there was nothing good in it, and one does not stay human there,
full stop. When | look around, | lean toward Shalamov’s opinion. Similarly, | am
critical of social studies based on the Milgram-type experiments that find out
whether people are cruel, stupid and adaptable. It turns out that people are indeed
infinitely cruel, stupid, adaptable, and self-centered, if manipulated. | think the
ethical approach implies that one should conduct no experiment in which one is
forced to make a choice between “good”and “bad.” One should not be artificially
forced to make such a choice. The “natural” lifeworld has already set enough traps.
Those in charge of these experiments (those who have power in that situation)
artificially make us face a dilemma, by luring us into thinking that the “bad” option
is also possible or even acceptable, which is sufficient to legitimize the “bad”
choice. In this way, it becomes contagious. When | take part in a TV debate with an
intelligent but corrupt person, | set the bar high by offering to think seriously about
a problem, which transforms my opponent into a more interesting and complex
character, depriving him of an opportunity to use commonplace phrases. Demand

17 JoHoc (donos) (Russian) — the English equivalents may “squeal” or “song"”. loHocuuk (donoschik)
(Russian) - snitch, informant, or squealer.
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b hwpdwpynn b ny Ukhh dwuht sdnmwsdny: Eunkn Ephjuljwut dnnbkgnudp
whwh (huh' swik | unghnnghwlwb tpuwkphdkinibp, npnignid dwpyni
unhuynid kb «uquin» punpnipinit juwnwpk) «quyg»- b b «Juwn»-h dholi:
Uwpnnil swk np k gk wynyhuh plinpnipjui wegl wphkunwlunpki:
«Pumjui» Jjubpwoimpht wpnkl (hpp wynwhuh dniquljubkp
npudwnpnid E, hkphp E: Gpp wphbunwlwunpbt wynuyhuh Epypbtnpuip
t twpiwgsynid’ «uny-h nmwpphpulp fwnwgnid  juquulbpughs-
dwpyljutg (hohuh) Ynnuhg npubu htwpudnp b tnybhuly’ poyjunpdus,
hulj nu wpnkt htppp E, np wyt (kghnhdwbw: Gy uljunid E Jqupulyby:

vk np, puyg Swijuyuwsd b tpunyhuwn dwupnnt hkwn Epk hinpntunwpwuwdtsh
b bpwh w'j dwuppulh vwbnqul b wpwewpynid. (nipe dinwskyn.
hhpqmpmhml}m}m{nu[ E, I}umhnu[ E htwwppphp b mhdhmhgmhuﬂl:
Nuwhwlgh’ n L[lu]’ll’}l’l].g [uyp qu 11uu1u1°uu1u hhulwnph p umnph
Upwlnypp nu'’: B untwn b, np wunid k' «innbppp Yoynud ka' jubph
nupng b, jund «putilp fyuiiph nuipng B — hthghwghuwih win hpp-
gnytnpqdws unybnwlu nt hknunybunwlwut wuppkpulutpp hwydwinud
nunlwnt jud vwhwbwnt nupng ku: Ihpplpp skl uyghwinid hngnidy

b wpbwlunid &u dhish Yyuuphy Ykpe, hul npuybtugh swptwlu b’

whwnh ppwtwy, b nipbdt bpk Yjutpp poipe (hukju b, Gph poipe, whqqud
1hukt oginid E wwypty jun, puyg wyn nhuypnud hisnt” E dkq wpdk) qqune,
dwnwshnt, hwuljuwbw)ny, huputpu dkqihg whuwhdwtnpbt UkS (hubnt, wy
JEunuthubkphg wynswh nuppbpybint nibwlynipniin:

Pusyytu np 2000-wjwuubph dkpnknhg othuwt génid Ypwulngutphg -
pouwudnt ky, «huptiw-» £ — qnhbph phyt Ep judwg-judug wykjuund b
«annpuljub» ;nip puninid’ wypybu b inyh dudwiwlhg fniuwunwih
Ep JEpunununid @nijugh: Mownpbp, ot vh wuw, hd nuuwpwuithg
Ep: Lw 1h E punpkuthwlwb Epninhghwny b «punph winnw ngdkpny, wyy
n&kpp hhdtwjwinid undbnwlwb b gnnujut $njyinphg Lu: Uh §nnuhg
tnyuhuly w'jn nhypnid nu gniyg kwnwihu, np tw puqiulnniwih ninkn
nih, yjniu Ynnuhg wowtdht dwpngnt wthwnwlul qupqugusntpyntbp,
wyur), wbljuplnp E punumd wyniptpbpgui Zululqulhhph wpdwth
nwnwljwitbph YEpus]im nhuypnid: bp junupp ow n Junnig wuwg nhn
tpp unp kp By quhhb, sksktwju tpipopy wuwnbkpugdh Yninbpunnd.
mouuts B coprupe: Uhoniljujht «ghipnbpnipjuiy, nupwspny wphiunphh
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good deeds from people, and you will get them. Create a culture of meanness, and
you will reap its fruits. The common expressions “let the boys fight, it's the school of
life” or “the army is the school of life” are simply not true; these supposedly glorified
Soviet and post-Soviet versions of initiation rites epitomize the institutions where
you are taught to be maimed or die. Soul wounds do not heal and instead, bleed
for the rest of your life. To heal them, you need to be insensitive. If life is all about
being insensitive, if being insensitive and callous helps you to survive, then it’s fine.
On the other hand, why on earth are we endowed with the ability to feel, think and
understand, to be part of something bigger than ourselves, to be so different from
other earthly creatures?

Since the mid-2000s the number of soldiers killed in shooting incidents -
both by enemy bullets and by their “own” - along the Line of Contact (Nagorno-
Karabakh) had been gradually increasing, thus becoming nothing out of the
ordinary anymore. In parallel, modern Russia began to relapse into the old Gulag
ways. It turns out that Putin was my classmate. He is full of philistine erudition
and has the demeanor of a streetwise guy; his manners are mostly copied from
Soviet criminal folklore. On one hand, it implies that he has a versatile mind, but
on the other hand, personal intelligence no longer matters if one morphs into
a cockroach that should be on trial in Nuremberg or in The Hague. He said his
first piece shortly after he had ascended the throne, by referring to the Second
Chechen War: mouutb B copTtupe (literally translates as “to wet in the outhouse”).
The supreme ruler of a nuclear “superpower,’ the country with the largest territory
in the world, uses his bully pulpit to legitimize this language. This was not only
a sign that this supreme power is based on a bottleneck system, inherent in the
historical culture of the Gulag and criminality, the zeks and the vertukhai, the Cheka
and the KGB, but also a quintessential expression of the culture in which the main
value is humiliating others (the same culture that | have experienced since | was
a schoolboy). In the criminal language “mMmouunTb” means to stab someone, to draw
blood. But why in the outhouse? Because the supposedly “chivalrous” myths of
blatnoy culture persist that doing it in the outhouse is zapadlo (beneath one’s
dignity); people are most vulnerable there, so you need to wait until they have
done their business, flushed the toilet (ha-ha), washed their hands (ha-ha) and
come out of the outhouse. That's when you wet them up. Who can be whacked in
the outhouse, so it’s not considered zapadlo? Only the most humiliated person or
your worst enemy, the one you can destroy in a latrine without being condemned
or disapproved of by the criminals’ kurultay (or“mafia summit”). You can do so if
you feel “morally right”to resort to bespredel. Obviously, you resort to bespredel in
response to your enemy’s behavior, which you perceive to be no-limits. Using this
metaphor in that historic speech, Putin was effectively conveying the message
that he declares a no-limits war of bespredel against anything that would challenge
his rule, and that the enemy was so unjust and vile that whatever action you took
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10 @mubjny, . (2022). «Fwpokihh wpinuwunynp huwypp» [Tyceiinos, I'. (2022). “Crpannoe obasnue
orBpaTtuTenbHoro”]-https://tinyurl.com/589yet99 (nniubkphiy):
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against them would not be wrong. Analyzing his “historic” phrases uttered over
the years, one realizes that he reinforced the very culture, leadership style and
political system of our school class’s “school of thought:”an amalgam of censorship,
hypocrisy, and no-limits bespredel. Gasan Gusejnov who has been studying this
evolution for years, describes it in the following way:

The aesthetics of the disgusting persist when people accustom themselves to
coexisting with a cockroach in a crevice and at the same time refuse to utter
the word “urination” in public; it sounds so uncultured! Once you discuss

the historical misogyny rooted in national genius you will be castigated for
Russophobia. Oh, come on! What are you talking about? We have our own
aesthetics. Let’s talk in a cultured way. “Urination” is off-limits.’®

This passage refers to another Putin “gem” uttered in the early 2000s:
“Circumcising in such a way that nothing will ever grow back! Thus, not only
did this bespredelschik vow to slaughter his enemies in a public toilet, thereby
“effeminizing” and emasculating them, putting them down and making them
garlakh, he also desecrated the practice of circumcision prevalent among two
giant cultural groups.

Everything was as clear as day. The vulgarity and criminality peculiar to those
who held power in Armenia were a pale imitation, or as the Soviet joke goes,
exemplified the “little brother” of Russia’s chekist and blatnoy “elephant.” As if
receiving the “blessing” of the “big brother,” Robert Kocharyan’s bodyguards beat
Poghos Poghosyan to death in the toilet of “Poplaviok,”a well-known historic café
in Yerevan. The café became a garlakh place; those who knew about the incident
found it zapadlo to visit the place. Although killing Poghos Poghosyan in the toilet
was considered zapadlo, the message the populace received was clear — it’s not
true that the bitterest enemy cannot be killed in the toilet, the truth is everyone
we kill in the toilet (it might be you) automatically becomes a bitter enemy. This
message fully characterizes the hypocritical nature of blatnoy culture and the
essence of bespredel: you turn the rules upside down whenever it is convenient for
you, therefore, while dealing with you, there are no rules.

Tarantino also mocked bathroom killing in Pulp Fiction by murdering this “cute”
and incompetent hitman played by Travolta, when he emerged from a most
ordinary apartment toilet. Tarantino thus joins the ranks of creators like Fellini who
mock the world’s depravity, this fusion of sex, toilet, and violence. The scene with
the wristwatch which had been hidden in the ass is also a brilliant parody of the
glorification of war.

18  Gusejnov, G. (2022). “The Strange Allure of the Disgusting” [in Russian]. Rfi.fr. https://tinyurl.
com/589yet99
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Today, even a rabiz and gyartu clown like the Russian singer Shnur shows us
that as censorship triumphs in Russia, it’s politically more dangerous to openly
use the word “war” (you will be thrown in jail) than the word “khuynya” (Russian
slang word for “crap,’ literally referring to d*ck). This is what Gasan Gusejnov calls
“cloacal” (toilet or outhouse) or “cockroach” language, a system in which violence,
hypocrisy and vulgarity come together; real words are banned, whereas vulgar
boorishness (or khamstvo) is not. That was how what | loved so much about Russia
as a teenager degenerated, namely the absence of so much hypocrisy, the fact that
unlike us, parents and children treat each other as equals, that girls curse too and
that public cursing is more common among them.

Analyzing how Putin’s use of crude language flourishes year by year, one
can see how Gulagization has entered the “mainstream” of Russian life and cast
a shadow over everything. One can reach the same conclusion by monitoring
the frightening rise in the number of torture cases in their prison camp system,
where inmates are raped with bottles and mops. As for a shadow... | mentioned
earlier that there is a methodological problem. Even though you strive to be a
good, genuine, truthful person and a democrat, you have to deal with those who
are not human, but rather dangerously no-limits people, who despise you and
whose main aim is to crush your dignity. You are thus forced to seriously consider
going no-limits, breaking all the rules to defeat them. This is why the democratic
paradigm faces a crisis across the globe today.

Bespredel epitomizes the ultimate arbitrariness of the “bottleneck” system
and its violent nature. It's up to you whether you punish, kill, or debase anyone
who committed a“minor sin.” It's up to you to “forgive” one’s “great sins.” It's up
to you to grant a pardon to anyone and then suddenly destroy him or her. It's
up to you to pretend to be kindness itself, abide by the rules and then on the
spur of the moment choose to whack anyone who falls for that trick. It's up to
you to punish the “guilty,” or anyone you want, by teaching them a lesson. It's
up to you to treat a person with kindness and then suddenly choose between
punching him in the face so that his tongue is bitten off and his mouth is filled
with blood or stabbing him in the stomach and heart. Being a fascist yourself,
you call other people fascists. “Kremlin: Kyiv could end the suffering of its
population by meeting Russia’s demands.” Torture and blackmail. Do whatever |
want, and I'll leave you alone; it's your fault I'm torturing you. No-limits bespredel
has no boundaries and respects nothing; this system imputes wrongdoing on
others as if it were devoid of any. If it is unable to provide enough examples of
the godlessness of “gayrope,” it turns everything into a farce. The cartoon figures
Cheburashka and Gena the Crocodile are now declared blasphemous or “gay.”
The Gulag lawlessness is highly contagious, it debases everything it touches.
The culture of humiliation is more gripping than high culture, for it's too
conspicuous. No-limits is more dominant and seems invincible. It attacks when
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11 Zwdpwpdnidjul, 2. (2018). «Qnpungh Fhdku»- https://inknagir.org/?p=8738
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it feels like that, it retreats when it feels like that, and it puts you down if it feels
like that. There is no game against it, as the Armenian adage says. There reigns
a complete disregard for moral values in this Hobbesian state of lawlessness.
Attempts to oppose this system by adhering to hypocritical liberal rules are
often unsuccessful. These rules are broken by liberals too, though usually
carefully so as not to get caught; this is done not so often, and sometimes
punished. A bashful chiseller (IIf and Petrov).

That's why | say that no one should be trapped into no-limits, not even for
the sake of a social experiment. It is known that man is a creature endowed with
reason which makes it possible for him/her to be the most dangerous creature - a
no-limits animal. It is too easy to peel off the layers of civilization from him/her.

No-limits bespredel robs you of your dignity when you least expect it: “the
higher-ups didn’t count you in, therefore you don’t count” (this is an excerpt from
Hrant Matevossyan'’s prose, a writer whose credo was to restore the Man who is
a mere statistic in the plans of warring parties). A sudden attack and you are no
longer human; you turn into a pariah, an inmate of gyotnots (literally translates as
“faggot prison,” Armenian offensive term for “special department in jail where the
“untouchables” are put”) who obeys its rules and adapts to being wretched forever
(as Hambardzum Hambardzumyan'’s short story attests).'” But in fact, it doesn't
much matter whether you are an inmate of gyotnots or a person sending others
there, a pridurok or a vertukhai, for in both cases you become “fallen”; co-opting
people is the best way to enslave (“faggotize”) them. Either you are humiliated by
this system, or you are “doubly” humiliated — humiliated by those who were in turn
humiliated by the system. But then are you really humiliated if you are humiliated
by those already humiliated? Does this also mean that the last resort resistance is
to be a no-limits extremist towards no-limits extremists? Is this how Christs (saints)
are born?

Alas, liberal enlightenment is too slow to fight bespredel. This may end up like
the parable of Mullah Nasreddin where a donkey, almost trained to do without
food, sadly dropped dead all of a sudden. Liberal enlightenment will most likely
not stop educating people unless the world ceases to exist. Let me put it another
way. Liberal enlightenment is likely to succeed in educating a million people, but
in the meantime, half of them together with more than three million people who
have not been educated, will be destroyed or enslaved by bespredel.

Liberal: 1 spell man with a capital M. Those who attack him: You are a hypocrite,
oppressing others for the sake of your Man, you have swindled us for centuries
and now you preach to us, sitting on what you stole from us. Liberal: Let's liberate
ourselves step by step. Show me my mistakes and I'll correct them. They: It's too

19 Hambardzumyan, H. (2018).“The Old Geezer of Gyotnots”[in Armenian] https://inknagir.
org/?p=8738
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late, you are so rich that we'll never get our way. Divide your wealth among us and
bug off. As for us, we'll keep cutting each other’s throats to get our share of the
windfall.

Something has gone seriously wrong. The individual can still be “saved”...
However, what if regardless of the fact that you are not yet “fully saved,””half-saved,’
or even “saved”— a drone hovering above destroys you or a no-limits man enslaves
you? Also, what's the good of being individually saved or half-saved? It's societies
that cannot be saved... How to find solace — the word “solace” does not belong
here, it's a passive and deceptive word — how to find Beauty in this beautiful world,
where a group of like-minded people deliberately perpetuate and successfully
propagate their indecent way of life?

So, | decided that Shalamov was right, since | realized | was still living in the
Gulag (war is a version of the Gulag). The Gulag experience makes no sense and
cannot be justified. Picasso used to say, “l don't seek, | find” And he found his
Guernica. As | understand it, this painting shows us that life and cruel, brutal,
violent and destructive death fuse together, and as the sky collapses onto
your head, the survivors still stand there, albeit gazing at the scene cow-eyed.
Thus, what he found was that life, like dying, never stops — not that existence
is less than nonexistence. Big kudos to him. For an unbeliever who has no real
proof of an afterlife, death simply obliterates, reaps, destroys; and even worse
- subjugation stifles all living things. Why? What do tens of thousands of young
men feel when being destroyed by drones? This unanswered question torments
my soul. Frankly, | cannot find the answer, but | seek it. | claim that Picasso
didn’t find it either, he merely sought it (for a real finding should be universally
acceptable and indisputable). Hrant Matevossyan was also looking for a space
that could serve as a countervailing force against the absurdity of this lifeworld,
when he created the fictional village of Tsmakut. Unfortunately, his realism
contradicts his desire to find a place where people behave like angels. This
search is perhaps the only realistic, albeit insufficient, way of following what
Kant had proposed. Is this search the only thing that makes sense? Is it all about
the small deeds theory? Humanity as a cruel Milgram experiment.

Perhaps the crucial sense of writing is at least occasionally to try not to
oversimplify the complex realities and be able to delve into their meaning and
essence in pursuit of deeper and further significance. Alas, this may be what one
calls pareidolia — a phantom, a deceptive phenomenon when unrelated objects
are connected, and a meaning is imposed on them which this pattern does not
objectively contain. This is what superstitions, divinations, conspiracy theories,
etc, do. It's all about people’s incapacity to avoid connecting unrelated things to
continue cherishing faint hopes.

So perhaps the (hopeless) role of a writer is to capture life, revealing its inner
meanings, even if this mostly results in pareidolia. But who knows? Maybe there
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will be a few writers who can really dig deep and connect the profound meanings
of this lifeworld.

The theme of a conversation between “the tsar and the poet”has been
considered the symbolic climax of Russian culture at least since Pushkin’s
time. | am neither Russian, nor a poet, and | don't approve of this hierarchical
notion, another characteristic of the bottleneck system intrinsic to pyramid-
shaped regimes. As if there was nothing more important than the relationship
between a tsar and a poet. Even if the tsar is my classmate, | will not strike up a
conversation with him. And yet, | study the language of this profound Cultural
Analyst as | would study a cockroach that transmits a disease. “We have all the
moves written down.” He quotes The Twelve Chairs by IIf and Petrov, informing
us that Ukraine’s grain is not going to developing countries. This is perhaps
one of the most innocent quotes. This is what the one-eyed citizen of Vasyuki
said to Bender when the latter stole his rook from the chessboard. The West
is as crooked as Ostap Bender, whereas we are as naive and innocent as that
citizen of Vasyuki, though ready to fight against the Bender-West who tries to
make fools of us. Our Great Cultural Analyst has a remarkable ability to at least
trivialize the classics, in this case with an “innocent” quote. “A thief should sit in
jail," said our Polymath many years ago, before Khodorkovsky’s trial was over. He
quoted an ambiguous policeman from the famous movie, played by the brilliant
Vysotsky. Incidentally, Vystotsky utters this phrase when he unjustly puts an
innocent man in jail. The one they put away is a pickpocket, but this time he
didn’t steal anything. They arrest him to make him denounce a much bigger
“beast” that they believe he knows. Vysotsky plants evidence in his pocket and
sends him to jail after “discovering” it during a search. This is exactly what the
Russian Gulag “law enforcement” system has been doing for years. The logic
behind it is impeccable. Everyone is a criminal, we will put away whoever we
want by planting evidence on them, there is no such thing as innocent people.
A thief must sit in jail, at least the one | personally chose to put in jail. Let the
rest live in fear, it will be their turn soon. This has been the case since the early
days of the Inquisition. All people are sinners, for everyone has sinned, it's up to
us to torture them and determine who is under the devil’s spell. After all, we the
bespredelschiki are above the law, we the blatnoy act in the name of an infallible
god; violent power is the name of our god. This purely archaic and anti-rational
approach to the concept of guilt violates the core values of the legal system -
from Roman law through Hobbes and Locke to modern liberalism.

How dare I! “We mustn't paint police officers all in black and put them down,”’
the Great Folklorist says to me warningly. Putting others down is obviously
his favorite pastime, his privilege, and it's up to him to decide who and when
to put down. The Great Chastushka (rhyming verse) Scholar recently declared
that Western nations decided to rely on non-traditional types of energy since
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they are preoccupied with “non-traditional relations.” That's when he “hit back”
at Western sanctions by banning raw materials exports to Europe. For obvious
reasons: it's a war, isn't it (the very word he banned, but it can be used by him or
some others unless he decides that they must be prosecuted for using it. Will he
ever decide to prosecute himself for violating his own rule?). After all, we must
find out why the West is associated with “non-traditional sexual relations” and
labelled as “gayrope”in Putin’s language. It's not because those who call Europe
by this term are advocates of traditional family relations. It's not because,

as they claim, they see “non-traditional relations” as a means of destroying
traditional family values which will result in a demographic disaster during
which everyone becomes gay or lesbian, no longer providing the bottleneck
system with the needed amount of cannon fodder and/or producers of cannon
fodder.

It's because at my school and in the Gulag, “non-traditional” sexual relations are
a way of humiliating, disgracing and subduing people; its ideal version serves only
one purpose and cannot be consensual. Gays are those who are disgraced and
subdued, full stop.

When | first realized this, one question remained unanswered. What about
dominant guys? After all, they are the ones who humiliate or “faggotize” (enslave)
whoever they want. It implies that they get “faggotized” too, doesn't it? The guys in
my class strongly disapproved of this interpretation. Thinking a lot as | got older, |
concluded that it is those who put down somebody else that get “faggotized.”

The Gulag is a purely negative experience. It does not have to exist, itis a
human creation, its existence depends on man, man is free to create a Gulag or
not to create one.“Freedom or necessity,”“freedom or providence” - all these
“thin” abstractions or antinomies proclaim that people are not free and make
itimpossible to argue against. As soon as an abstract and “thin” antinomy is
brought forward, freedom gets destroyed. Or put down. As | said above, the
solution to this problem, articulated by Kant himself, is action. Act, as if you
were free, act the way you want others to act in a given situation. You don't
want to create a Gulag, do you? You don't want to end up in it, do you? So don't
Createit.

That's easy for you to say. What about no-limits bespredel? How do you confront
it without becoming a no-limits person? What about self-defense? Wouldn't you
tear off the civilization clothes imposed on human beings, turning into a wild
beast, and lashing out in every direction if your mother’s fingers were cut off and
put in her mouth - an episode we witnessed recently (see below)?

Let me remind you of one of Mr. Putin'’s last “historic” phrases. Maybe even
those who remember it have not quite got it right. On February 7, 2022, he uttered
this phrase: “You may like it, you may not, bear with it, my beauty.’The original
version goes:

72 | Gevorg Ter-Gabrielyan

260L UP SARL

hudwywunwuhwbwpwp: Pl yuuwuputh mthph wyn Ukjuwpwinipjuiip,
hhwplk, ujqpnipnpb nld l:hh uuﬂlul]h tu hpllul n Utnwshkinig b wypknig
htnn Ejw hqpulllulgmp]mh nn wyn . jpgpghnnikpp, hpnp, gnppinid Eia: Gy
wflipli. hklig hpk tip ki gmpplinid, n's pk §pgpgynnlilpp:

Qniuqp qnin puguuwlwb thnpd k, b wyb Jupnn k sjhuk), pwth np
upw Ypunkip dwpnljuiighg b jujudws, hul dwppi wquin qupph nkp
yEunuuh k: Upn , «caaquuuinipnil pl wthpudbonnipiniy, «uquinnipnil
ph twwubwdnipinity pojnp wyn thhwp wpunpulghwbtpp’
winhinthwibpp, wihwp kb pupdind Jdp b dupglubg wund’
nnip wquwn skp, wyuhlipti' hkiig np thhwp wpunpuln winhtndhw
tu wowewnpnid’ wqunntpintib wpykb Ypgws b Yqgyws: Uuwgh, np
Ywiwnh hp huly dbwlbpyus wyy jpugph nesnuda b wpuppp, uppp:
Jupyh p wybygbu, wubu wqun bu, b wyiybu, husybu Ynigkhp, np
Jupykht pnpnpp nju) hpunpoipejui dke: ot sku nigoud, sk, Gnijug
Ykpnky: Ap no Ukel plku: Uh' Yhpunhp:

Zhow twubip: Pw phuwpbkdk|p, npw’t hasybu hwlwnpb] wewbg
phuwpkdboshl nunbwni: Pu hiphwwyusnwywinipynt ip: usyt v
shwlik] twpnuytimpyut pnpplubpp, swquunwgnyl) nputghg b
wlkbwjunuwiquynp ququih ywhu swpowyt] pudnbkiny onipgpninpy,
tnp duynhlhy dwwnp jupk b Yoot Bo tpu diows pipwiip. nppdwg, np
wpdwiwgnpykg JEpokpu (nk'u unnpl):

2wkl nphyu’ wwpnt Mninhbh Jkpeht «qundwljwis jenupkphg
Ukl b hhokgubkd, inyuhuly ndphp hhomd kb gnigh jwy skt hwulubnid.
2022 p. hkwnpJuph 7-htt wultg. «<HpaBuTcsa-He HpaBUTCS, TepIN MO
KpacaBHIa»:

Onhghtuyt wjuyku k.
Cout xpacaBuua B rpoGy
S mopxpaicsa u e6y,
Hpasurcs, He HpaBUTCS
Cnu, mos xkpacasuial

bupp swuwnnioui, wpyk i «aknp stnunw pyhtntukighwib £
utng nquiwpnne wihniunipnibp Junep hwdngby, wjt wunhgwl,
np ukypndhhwb £ vhwl dup dund tpub hwutkng, Ypkdp nsknt b
Yhpep pudupuptint’ dhwudwdwiwl (wuntd ki wgpkuhuwh b ukpup
JEunpnuubpp nunudwpnnt ninbnnud ppup dnwn kb, b yplidp wgptuhuwgh
wiklwpungp Aquithlji £): Puyg dh punh ynunhiywh thnthnuntpynibp’
trepnu. hudwghp, hwdpkphp, munwuhp (repmuaa-t Gnijugnid tw k, ng
unnpugdwl wowplw b, §wp snibih, pugh hwdwlbpyykinig), £ wkh
lunpl E nwbinid. phuwpbakposhly tkypndhis wyyhuh” tkypndhy b, np

Qunpq Stp-Qwpphbywib | 73



DON'T TOUCH!

In her coffin lies my darling,

| jumped in and started f*cking
You may like it, you may not,
Sleep, my beauty, it's your lot.°

The rhyming verse itself is the quintessence of “don’t touch” - an act of
desperation when a man fails to seduce a woman and resorts to necrophilia
to get his revenge and satisfy his desires at the same time (they say that brain
mechanisms of male sexual behavior and aggression are linked, revenge is the
sweetest form of aggression). The fact that Putin replaced the word “sleep” with
“bear with it” (repnu), implying that the dead corpse should tolerate, endure and
suffer such intercourse (in the Gulag the Russian word “repnuna,” translated as
“sufferer” refers to someone who is an object of humiliation and has no choice
but to bear with it) makes things worse; a no-limits necrophiliac is no ordinary
necrophiliac, since he claims that even a dead body should experience pain
during the intercourse with him and has to bear with it. Revenge (for being turned
down) and humiliation come together. As this phrase uttered by the head of a
world power was addressed to a man and not a woman (a woman's corpse, to
be precise), it claims to turn the former into a garlakh. This blatnoy first kills, then
copulates with the corpse. He will seize Kherson, exterminating its population,
then he will leave it and carpet-bomb the city, razing it to the ground.

The woman is dead in the rhyming verse. As for the Armenian servicewoman
killed during the border attack of Azerbaijan on Armenia, on September 14, 2022,
we don't know how it happened. Perhaps they first raped, then killed her, and most
importantly, they cut off her fingers, put her severed fingers in her mouth, filming
and posting it on the internet, so everyone could see her manicured fingers.
Revenge, rape, humiliation, and mutilation come in one package. There is no limit
to blood feud if no-limits bespredel reigns. Sex implies reciprocity, whereas “sweet”
no-limits violence signifies a liberation from that “chimera” called civilization and
its garments. It implies disrobing the beast. When the beast is naked, it wants
everyone around it to be naked too. The prototype of the monument to the
heroism of the Armenian people thus manifested itself. A female finger cut and
stuck in the mouth of a killed woman soldier. In his address on February 7, 2022,
the farsighted Great Connoisseur of Folklore, predicted it accurately.

Raping first, killing later, or vice versa? From the perspective of a no-limits
person, there is only a slight difference. Inhumanity knows no bounds, you can
step into it whenever you want, you can do it in any order you wish. The person
standing before you is as much an object to you as a tearful child (Dostoevsky) or
a hundred thousand people. Your plan is to destroy the soul, that is, the image of

20  https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2022/02/11/a-russian-sleeping-beauty-a76338
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DON'T TOUCH!

God and of the mother of God. Your main task is to destroy the human soul, by
trying to corrupt it (in vain) so that it is reduced to your inhuman nature. It doesn't
matter whether you do it before or after the murder. The centaur is the amalgam
of Man (as the image of God) with the animal side, the beast. The main aim of the
pandemic of Putinism and Gulagism is to annihilate the former.

What is a female being? In that concept, “it” doesn't exist, it's just an object, a
mechanism for producing cannon fodder. “Its” population exceeds that of men, “its
life span is longer, “it” dominates such important fields as medicine and teaching,
“it"is more educated, and now “it"is climbing the political ladder of this masculine
world. Even if politics don’t change fundamentally, “it” will reach new heights due
to“its”large population. At some point “it” will replace the “non-female being.” But
we will never let it happen. After all, “it” doesn’t count, just as any other humiliated
being.

A“natural” order of things consisting of the humiliated who, though dead,
should also endure and tolerate the pain of rape as if experiencing Stockholm
syndrome — that’s the ideal of masculinity that prevails in our“school class,” the
epitome of Putinism and Gulagism and the embodiment of the world’s depravity.
That's the puerile bacchanalia of the vertukhai and pridurki, the criminal elements
who gained the upper hand. God forbid that this plague befalling the human race
now and then should pervade the lifeworld. Alas, it has the ambition and perhaps
the potential to do exactly that.

"
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